
 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
SEPTEMBER 1, 2026
5:30 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Suite 200, Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Gary Cameron, Bradley Berkemeier, and Maria Bridges answered roll call.  Phil King was not present.

Swearing in new Patrol Officers
a. Heath Barada
b. Zachary Davis 

MINUTES:   Berkemeier moved to approve the minutes of the August 18th meeting as submitted.    Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

MAYOR’S REPORTS: None.

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORTS: None.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS: Junior Williams asked if there was any place in or near Rushville with a shelter for women (Homeless) Mayor Pavey said the only one he knew of is the Greenfield Hope House.

OPTIONAL TOPICS 
	
	STORMWATER FEE APPEALS: 
Fair Grounds - 70-07-31-201-008.000-011 – Tabled until De-Annexation is complete.
	

	2026-11 Young. Berkemeier said they did not give any information as to why they should be exempt from the fee. It was agreed that we would request more information.  Cameron moved to table both Young & Estes.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
	

	2026-12 S. Estes

	


PROJECTS/DEPARTMENTS:
2. Housing
a. Graham School - Nothing new.
i. P&Z, Historic Board, Technical Review Board
1. Request Sketches for historic review
b. Havens School - starting to move
c. Boulders - Final Walk Thru 8/27
i. Signage – The only thing outstanding is the signage.  we are working with Bruce Davis for the signage.

3. Construction/Rehabilitation
a. North Washington
b. Villas - starting to turn in invoices for soft costs.
c. 2 Thrifty Girls-Demolition 80% complete
i. Architectural waiting information on these2 
ii. Structural Inspection

Public Works

4. Street Department – 
a. Main Street Sidewalks
b. CCMG
i. Jackson Street & 5th PHII – Design/Utility Coordination
ii. Wilson Estates Sidewalk – Aaron Gurley

5. Rushville City Utility - We went out to the well field.  Wells 1 & 2 were completely under water.  Well #3 was partially under water.  We need to get 1 & 2 up off of the ground. 

Public Safety
6. Police/Fire/Utility – Public Safety Training Campus

7. Resignation from Mark Baker. RFD - Cameron moved to accept the resignation of Mark Baker. Berkemeier seconded the motion. Motion carried.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Blight Program Development – We are working on this.

2. Fee Schedule-Permits (Review) - Cameron is working on this.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. I.T. Hire - Aaron Gurley asked permission to hire Nicholas Pavey as full-time IT for the City.  He presented a job description.  Berkemeier asked what the pay would be and would it include benefits.  Gurley said it would include benefits and the pay would be $48,000 annually.  Gurley also said that Pavey worked this Summer in this position while he was an intern.  Berkemeier said since this is a new position we need to create the position and advertise.  We need to make sure we take the right steps.  Cameron moved to create the position.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS 
1. Monthly Project Pay Apps/Claims:
		F&V-CCMG Invoices /Claims
a. CCMG	
i. 5th and Jackson 
Inv #76189 - $1,234.50
2. Other Claims 
	Riverside Connector -	Inv. #27696 - $13,965.00
	HSIP Upgrading Pvmt Markings (Des #2401641) – Inv. #27697 - $8,335.00			 
F&V
Morgan Street Trail-Bike & Ped (4th-13th St.)
	Inv. #77948 - $32,119.95
	Inv. #78331 - $17,491.17
	Inv. #78772 - $22,066.29
Cameron moved to approve the claims as presented.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  None.

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S REPORTS:
· [bookmark: _Hlk128728679]Police Department - Chief Tucker reported that they had a police car damaged as a result of the storm last week. It is in the body shop. We are waiting on estimates to give to the insurance.

We assisted Connersville on Saturday with traffic control to help alleviate some of their burden.

Our new officers begin their Field Training Program tomorrow.  If all goes well they will be ready to start patrol in their own vehicle in about 12 weeks.  It is most likely that they will go to the academy in January.

· Street Department - Commissioner Land reported that they plan to start the tear down next week at 232 E 8th Street.

Land said he went through PASER certification training.  This makes him qualified to score the condition of our streets and qualifies us for CCMG funds.

They have been doing some tree trimming

The flatbed truck isn’t back yet.  They are down 2 dump trucks. The street sweeper and bucket truck are also down.
 
· Parks and Recreation Department - Director Jackley reported that the Silverado has wiring issues and is in the shop getting repairs.

The splash pad will close after Labor Day. 

There is some aggressive prairie maintenance happening this fall into the winter season.  This will include mowing; herbicide application and a winter burn with an over seeding happening in 2027.  The seeding will be covered by Rush County Soil & Water.  The remaining cost is covered by a DNR cost share.

Programs -  
Tot Time – Mondays @ 11:00

Nature School will resume on Wednesdays @ 9:30 starting September 16th.

Master Naturalist will start on will be on the second Sunday of the month through April.  The sessions will be at Matthews Park and Riverside Park from 1-5.

Sister Circle is September 17 at Riverside Park at 6:00 pm.

Rushville City Utilities - Superintendent Shook reported that they lost 3 of the City wells due to the flood.  The cost to repair is $80-90 thousand.  Purchasing of a new one would be $14,000.00.  We are meeting tomorrow to discuss this further.

· Special Projects - Director of Special Projects Gardner reported that he and Aaron Gurley have been working on budget cuts.

He met with property owners at Boulders to answer some questions.

Today they met to discuss some cracks on Morgan Street.

Met with Kemker regarding the recent flooding.
	
	  He is working with McGowan on insurance.
	
ADJOURN:  There being no further business to discuss Berkemeier moved to adjourn. Bridges seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m.
