


MEETING OF THE BOARD PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
AUGUST 18, 2026
5:30 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pavey called the Board of Works meeting to order at 330 N Main St, Rushville, IN 46173 at 5:30 pm MAYOR 
Mike Pavey

CLERK TREASURER 
Ann Copley 

ary Cameron
Phil King
Bradley Berkemeier
Maria Bridges




ROLL CALL: Gary Cameron, Phil King, Bradley Berkemeier, Maria Bridges were all present. 

MINUTES: Berkemeier motioned to approved minutes from August 4, 2026 meeting.  King seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORTS: None.

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORTS: None.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS: None.
STORMWATER FEE APPEALS 
	Fair Grounds - 70-07-31-201-008.000-011 – Tabled till De-Annexation Complete.

	


PROJECTS/DEPARTMENTS:
1. Housing
a. Graham School  
i. P&Z, Historic Board, Technical Review Board
1. Request Sketches for historic Review
b. Havens School 
c. Boulders – Project Closeout Clarifications
i. Walking Trail – Stop at Property Line
ii. Signage
2. [bookmark: _Hlk126307531]Design and Construction Oversight Contracts 
3. Real Estate
4. Construction/Rehabilitation
a. North Washington
i. Final Coat Asphalt-Complete
ii. Drainage tile swale-Complete
b. Villas    
c. 02 Thrifty Girls-Demolition 80% Complete

Public Works
5. Street Department – 
a. Main Street Sidewalks
b. CCMG
i. Jackson Street & 5th PHII – Design/Utility Coordination
ii. Wilson Estates Sidewalk – Aaron Gurley
Public Safety

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
1. Blight Program Development -
2. Evergreen Contracts-Elevators (Status) – Aaron to provide Julie Newhouse all information
a. City Center 
b. Booker T. Washington
c. Phone lines

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Fee Schedule-Permits (Review)

2. Animal Control-Hire Details (Background check and Drug Screening) Tabitha has reviewed current candidates and would like approval to hire qualified candidate. This candidate has a flagged background for known charges, but had already disclosed this with Tabitha in the interview processes. Berkemeier prompted a discussion of policy guidelines and questioned if a more specific policy should be implemented. Kayla Cline agreed it would benefit the City to have a revised policy with clearer guidelines. Tabitha reviewed legal requirements and implications for this candidate. Given the age of the charges, safety and audit protocols in place, and our current Drug Testing Policy, Tabitha does not feel the candidate should be disqualified from the position. The candidate has been actively involved with the department and volunteers at the animal shelter regularly. Berkemeier motioned to approve hiring the candidate, pending pre-employment drug screen; Cameron seconded the motion. Motion carries.

CLAIMS
1. Monthly Project Pay Apps/Claims:
		 
ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE – Mike Land recommends that repairs to Leaf Vac vehicle that is currently in the shop. Total repairs amounted to $33,634.79. The engine was rebuilt about 7 years ago and has had other parts replaced or rebuilt. King asked what the expected extended life on the vehicle if the repair is done; Land estimates about an additional 5 years. Cost for current repairs or future replacement could be split between the different departments that use the vehicle. Cameron motioned to approve repairs to the vehicle; King seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

DEPARTMENT HEAD’S REPORTS:
· [bookmark: _Hlk128728679]Police Department -  Chief Tucker reported that a police car was damaged from the storm last week is in the body shop awaiting an estimate to submit to insurance. 
· Officers assisted in Connersville on Saturday with traffic control to relieve flood response burden.   

· The two new officers start field training tomorrow. Timeline for them to start patrol is about 12 weeks and would likely go to the academy in January.

· Fire/Rescue Department -Sugar Creek Township Fire Department used the training facility on Friday and had positive feedback on the facility. Two walls were received to put in the training facility at no cost to the department. 

Hose testing scheduled for August 27th at the amphitheater entrance – access will still be available through Harrison Street entrance. 

The Department had a DAE Inspection last week. Corrections were made to address findings.

· Street Department - Land expressed many thanks to everyone who helped with flood and shared some of the experiences of the storm event. There were some water seepage and bubbling identified in areas that he would like to discuss with the Army Corps on how to best deal with these areas. The team is back to cleaning up trees from all the recent storms.

· Parks and Recreation Department - Storm clean-up continues with mowing to catch up as areas dry out. 

The splash pad is operating well, and expected to remain open through Labor Day weekend. Jackley ordered a replacement diverter valve for the splash pad and intends to have it installed and operational for the 2027 season. 

Upcoming programs schedule reviewed and available from the Parks Department. 	

· Animal Control - Tabitha reviewed the YTD numbers. Department discovered virus last Friday leading to high euthanasia and a two-week quarantine. Free adoptions continue for the time being. 

Department is hosting a high school intern, members serving community service, and KLR students for vet med. 

Recent donations provided funds for a kitten nursery. Low cost spay neuter clinic to possibly change set-up locations to animal shelter instead of CVS, as animal shelter fills most of the booking slots. 

· Rushville City Utilities - Greg Shook outlined detailed flood summary - City wells #2 and #3 are still down. Wells #1, #4, and #5 are functioning and sufficient to meet current needs. 

ADJOURN: Cameron motioned to adjourn; Bridges seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 6:05 pm.
