
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
AUGUST 4, 2026
5:30 P.M.											

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pavey called meeting to order at 5:30 pm at 330 N Main Street, Rushville, IN 46173.

ROLL CALL: Gary Cameron, Phil King, Bradley Berkemeier, Maria Bridges were present.

MINUTES:  Maria motioned to approve Board of Works meeting minutes from July 21, 2026; Phil seconded the motion. Motion carried.

MAYOR’S REPORTS: None. 

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORTS: None.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS: None. 

OPTIONAL TOPICS (SKIP UNLESS AGENDA TOPIC)
a. AMBULANCE HARDSHIP HEARING BOARD: Mike Justice presented an EMS bill reduction request from a patient’s attorney. The request asked for a 30% reduction of initial bill. Brad motioned to deny the initial request and advised a formal Hardship Request be submitted; Maria seconded the motion. Motion carried.
b. STORMWATER FEE APPEALS 
	i. Fair Grounds - 70-07-31-201-008.000-011 – Tabled till De-Annexation Complete

	c. 


2. PROJECTS/DEPARTMENTS:

3. Housing
a. Graham School 
i. P&Z, Historic Board, Technical Review Board
1. Request Sketches for historic Review
				Havens School 
b. Boulders – Project Closeout Clarifications
i. Walking Trail – Stop at Property Line
ii. Signage
iii. Asphalt Final Coat – Transferred to North Washington Street (Date to be determined)

4. Construction/Rehabilitation
a. North Washington
i. Final Coat Asphalt-Date
ii. Drainage tile swale-Complete
b. Villas 
c. 2 Thrifty Girls-Demolition 70-80% Complete

Public Works  
5. Planning/Zoning/Code Enforcement - Zoning Ordinance – UDO
a. Effective 8/1/2026

6. Street Department – 
a. Main Street Sidewalks – The East side was completed; Mike Land will do a final walk through to confirm.
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i. Jackson Street & 5th PHI – 5th Street Phase I Closeout Administratively (Aug. 1) – Street/Phase Open-Submitted 
ii. Jackson Street & 5th PHII – Design/Utility Coordination
iii. Wilson Estates Sidewalk – Aaron Gurley

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1.Blight Program Development  

2. Evergreen Contracts-Elevators (Status) – Julie Newhouse
a. City Center 
b. Booker T. Washington
c. Phone lines

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Open bids for proposed sale of Common Area – North Washington – One bid received for minimum bid amount and included a cashier’s check. Brad motioned to approve the bid contingent upon attorney review; Gary seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

2. Resignation – Ali Butler – ACO – Effective 7/24/2026 -  Tabitha requested to a hire new full-time employee (FTE). Department is currently relying on volunteers to fill position duties but volunteer hours can be inconsistent. Operating on three FTE’s is unsustainable long-term. Brad motioned to approve the start of the new hire process; Maria seconded motion.  Motion carried. Brad wanted to confirm end of employment procedures and discussion were conducted with HR. Kayla Cline confirmed she had spoken with both the employee and Tabitha regarding next steps and expectations. 

3. Fee Schedule-Permits (Review) Gary to schedule meeting with mayor to review.  

4. CLAIMS
Gary motioned to approve claims as presented; Phil seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE None.

[bookmark: _Hlk128728679]DEPARTMENT HEAD’S REPORTS:
Police Department - We are teaching an abbreviated Crisis Intervention Training course for Rush County Jail staff.  This will help them better handle mental health emergencies with inmates in the jail.  This is taking place today and tomorrow.  Tucker stated the training has been very insightful. In two weeks, the department’s annual Emergency Vehicle Operations Training is scheduled at the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy.  This will fulfill an annual mandate and give everyone the opportunity to practice their emergency driving on a closed course. 

Two new officers, Heath Barada and Zachary Davis, received their final approval from INPRS this morning.  They both will meet with HR to fulfill their pre-employment obligations this Friday.  They will start their first duty day in training on Monday August 8th.
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Fire/Rescue Department  -
 Paxton Harris completed his EMT class and passed all tests for his certification. He is mentoring on ambulance runs. 

Water was established at the training facility, and Mike Justice gave thanks to all those who assisted in the project. 

Street Department -The sidewalk program is in progress and street patching ongoing.

Parks and Recreation Department - The pool is closed for season. Water usage reduced significantly from 2025. Staff experienced no closings or delays due to mechanical issues this season. The splash pad will remain open through Labor Day weekend. Heavy rain caused pump flow issues at the splash pad. Kathi will attempt to reach company who installed the pump to troubleshoot. 

Tot time will have summer sessions on Mondays at Mathews shelter at 11 am.  The next Sister Circle is planned for August 12th at Riverside  Park at 6 pm. This program is open to all women 18 and over.

ADJOURN: Maria motioned to adjourn the meeting; Brad seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 5:57 pm.


	
											
MICHAEL P. PAVEY, MAYOR			GARY M. CAMERON, MEMBER



_____________	_____________								
BRADLEY A. BERKEMEIER, MEMBER		PHIL KING, MEMBER



_____________________	
MARIA BRIDGES, MEMBER

ATTEST:


					
ANN L. COPLEY, CLERK-TREASURER




