MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
July 7, 2026
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 N Main Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana. Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.  

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier lead those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:   Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Rob Hadley, Jemmy Miller, and Ron Gardner answered roll call.

PUBLIC HEARING COPELAND TAX ABATEMENT:
The meeting was opened for comments or questions for approval of Copeland’s request for tax abatement.  There were no comments or questions.  Berkemeier moved to close the public hearing.  Gardner seconded t he motion. The public hearing was closed.

MINUTES: Bridges moved to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2026 minutes as presented.  Hadley seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Pavey gave the following report:
1. Received a letter and some complaints about some of the housing on Donald Street.  Asked Council to look at it.  The Mayor spoke to Director Copley and she said she thought a couple of the areas were headed in the right direction.  She will keep a watch on them.
2. The Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit will come to town with a ceremony Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.

CLERK-TREASURER: None.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  None.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READI Designation (E.O.M.)
· READi 2.0 – Boulders, Launch Space, & Villas -Boulders is wrapping up.  There is still one utility to get their part completed.
· Lily – Blight – Regional Blight Meeting – Havens & Graham – Moving forward
· Lilly Arts & Culture – Art Report – July 1st – We did not receive this.
· Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Council –Nothing to report.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  Councilman Berkemeier reported that Mr. Spade who lives on Donald Street messaged him today and they spoke by phone this afternoon.  Berkemeier was told that there was some activity over the weekend.  Spade said he wanted to know what he could do to try to resolve the matter.  Berkemeier & Spade will meet.  Berkemeier will keep Council apprised of the matter.

PROJECTS/DEPARTMENTS:
1. Housing –
a. Graham School – Review – we are working through the design.
i. P&Z, Historic Board, Technical Review Board
1. Request Sketches for historic Review
2. Tech Review Discovery – Stormwater Line on GIS does not match field conditions – Dwgs being updated to match field verified conditions
b. Havens School – Selecting Date for Kick-off Meeting
c. Boulders – Project Closeout Clarifications
i. Walking Trail – end at property line – We have decided to take the walking trail up to the Villas.  That will make that almost a mile loop.
ii. Signage
iii. Asphalt Final Coat

2. Design & Construction Oversight Contracts – Launch Space – Target End of August.

3. Real Estate – 

4. Construction/Rehabilitation – 217 N. Main St./2 Thrifty Girls (Market Place on Morgan) – We received a report from the structural engineer.  There were no surprises.

5. General –
a. Levee Accreditation – Approval Letter 6/25/2026 – Passed around the letter of approval for the levee accreditation.

PUBLIC WORKS:
1. Planning/Zoning/Code Enforcement –
a. Zoning Ordinance – UDO
i. Presented – Public Hearing – APC/BZA -7/15/2026
ii. Final Draft City Council – 7/21/2026
iii. Final Delivery 7/31/2026
iv. Effective 8/1/2026
2. Street Department –
a. Main Street Sidewalks
b. CCMG
i. Jackson Street & 5th PHI – 5th Street Phase I Closeout – August 1 with the close out we will be able to start Phase II.
ii. Jackson Street & 5th PH II – Design
c. Wilson Estate Sidewalks – Aaron Gurley is going to talk to the property owners to see if they would be interested to fill in some of the missing sidewalks.

PUBLIC SAFETY
3. Police/Fire/Utility – Public Safety Training Center 
a. Status of project
i. Deconstruction of old Fire Training Center – Complete
ii. Stormwater – Complete
iii. Program – Review – Public Safety/Committee/Status – School Decisions – Grant Peters - Commissioners/County Council/City Council/Board of works/School Board

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Insurance - Property/Casualty (P&C) – We selected McGowan Insurance.

2. Letter of Intent to purchase Real Estate (Harcourt Way/Cherry Street)
a. Parcel 70-07-31-201-044.000-011
b. Proposals – We received 1 proposal from NHC/HV/PUL, Inc.  McCain recommended that the proposal be taken under advisement to review the proposal.  Berkemeier moved to take under advisement for review.  Gardner seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

3. Petition for Annexation – City of Rushville – (Parcel 70-07-30-300-010.000-010 & 70-07-30-300-009.000-010) – Resolution 2026-13 - Passed
a. Economic Impact Study
b. Planning and Zoning
c. Ordinance 2026-14 – Annexation – Bridges moved to approve Ordinance 2024-14.  Gardner seconded the motion. Motion carried.

4. De-annexation (Dis) – Rush County Agricultural Association (Parcel 70-07-31-201-008.000-011) – Ordinance 2026-10
a. Newhouse will file with the Court

5. Letter of Intent to purchase real estate (Subdivision Common Ground)
a. Awaiting Survey - We will need to advertise.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Copeland (Personal Property)
a. Confirmatory Resolution 2026-12 – Copeland Tax Abatement
b. Approve SB-1
Berkemeier moved to approve Resolution 2026-12 along with the CF1.

2. Ordinance 2026-13 – Prohibiting Door-to-door Solicitation within the City of Rushville – Berkemeier moved to approve Ordinance 2026-13.  Hadley seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

3. Consideration of Alley Vacation – Ronnie Puckett – North of Parcel 70-11-06-257-007.000-011 (Adj. alley vacated – 2004-22) – Petition Copley is working with Puckett to prepare the correct paperwork. Berkemeier moved to set the matter for advertisement and a public hearing.  Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

4. HEA1001 – Housing Report – the house was pushing to remove all restrictions on building houses.  By January 1st 2027 communities must hold a public hearing to review their zoning and subdivision control ordinance for development. A report will need to be completed by the communities.

UPCOMING
· Diamond Stormwater Drainage Pond Reimbursement (Targeted Date)
· Pass through & endowment fund agreement – Community Foundation/City/County
· Trust Indiana
· Stormwater Rates
· Ordinance update – County
· Interlocal Agreement – City/County – (Annual Occurrence)
· City Rate Spreadsheet Recorded
· SB1 – Impact/Options/Timelines/Strategies
· LIT/LOIT – Options (Higher wage earners) – Police/Fire 911
· (3) Year Growth Appeal (Capture Excess Growth)-Approved
· Hiring Freeze/Attrition
· Budget – Reduction/Monitoring in spending
· Elected Officials Editorials
· Innovation/Reimagination Conversations
· Rush County Schools
· MUST Meeting
· Rep. J.D. Prescott – Service Tax
· Gov. – Disabled Tax Relief….
· Rep JD Prescot idea to do away with property taxes and will replace it with a service tax.  
CLAIMS & FEBRUARY 2026 BANK RECONCILIATION: (Bob Bridges)-Bridges moved to approve the claims as presented. Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  Amanda Harris invited everyone to the ribbon cutting activities tomorrow night.  

ADJOURN:  There being no further business to come before Council; Berkemeier made a motion to adjourn.   Miller seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
