MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
JULY 21, 2026
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 N Main Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana. Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.  

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier lead those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:   Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Jemmy Miller, and Ron Gardner answered roll call.   Rob Hadley was not present.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
ALLEY VACATE: Director Copley said the petition was basically approved at the last meeting we just needed to hold a public hearing.  The alley is adjacent to Ron Pucketts property.  Julie Newhouse said this would landlock this area and you cannot have landlocked property. Berkemeier asked what is the solution. Newhouse said the City needs to advertise first.  Berkemeier said we have advertised and that is why we are holding a public hearing.  Newhouse re-iterated that there cannot be landlocked property.  Berkemeier said with no disrespect to Newhouse, then we should have been told this at the prior meeting.  Bridges moved to close the public hearing.  Berkemeier seconded the motion. The public hearing was closed.

ADA Title VI Adoption: Mitch Hansel from USI said the City is required to review & update our policy every 3 years.  We have to estimate when everything complies.  There were no questions or comments. Berkemeier moved to close the public hearing.  Bridges seconded the motion.  The public hearing was closed.

MINUTES: Bridges moved to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2026 minutes as presented.  Gardner seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Pavey gave the following report:
1.  We have begun to work on budgets for 2027.  
2. We have been discussing MUST meeting as to what direction we can head.
3. We are attending the ICOM conference this week at Greensburg.

CLERK-TREASURER: Clerk-Treasurer Copley reported that they went live with the new BS&A system on Monday.  

She is still waiting on budgets. She was scheduled to meet with DLGLF on the 23rd, but will need to reschedule.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Council President Berkemeier reported the following:
1. He visited the Smithsonian exhibit over the weekend.  It was very well done. He encouraged everyone to go see it.  It is at the Love Center.
2. Concerts have been very good so far.  Another one is scheduled for this weekend.
3. Visited the Farmers Market
4. Attended a ribbon cutting
5. Forwarded an email regarding a tax credit program.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READI Designation (E.O.M.)
· READi 2.0 – Boulders, Launch Space, & Villas
· Lily – Blight – Regional Blight Meeting – Havens & Graham –
· Lilly Arts & Culture – Art Report – July 1st 
· Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Council –

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  None.

PROJECTS/DEPARTMENTS:
1. Housing –
a. Graham School – Review revisions to builder. Moving forward. 
i. P&Z, Historic Board, Technical Review Board
1. Request Sketches for Historic Review
2. Tech Review Discovery – Stormwater Line on GIS does not match field conditions – Dwgs being updated to match field verified conditions
b. Havens School – July 21 Meeting today 
c. Boulders – Project Closeout Clarifications
i. Walking Trail – will end at property line.
ii. Signage
iii. Asphalt Final Coat
iv. RushShelby Final Utility Provider Installing 
2. Design & Construction Oversight Contracts – Launch Space – Target End of August funded through READI
3. Real Estate – 
4. Construction/Rehabilitation – 217 N. Main St 2 Thrifty Girls (Market Place on Morgan)
5. General –
a. Levee Accreditation – Approval Letter 6/25/2026
Villas - 
PUBLIC WORKS:
1. Animal Control –
2. Planning/Zoning/Code Enforcement –
a. Zoning Ordinance – UDO
i. Final Draft City Council – 7/21/2026
ii. Final Delivery 7/31/2026
iii. Effective 8/1/2026

3. Street Department –
a. Main Street Sidewalks - working on the east side.  
b. CCMG
i. Jackson Street & 5th PHI – 5th Street Phase I Closeout – August 1
ii. Jackson Street & 5th PH II – Design waiting on utilities
c. Wilson Estate Sidewalks - We are discussing with the residents to see if they are interested in putting in sidewalks.

PUBLIC SAFETY
4. Police/Fire/Utility – Public Safety Training Center 
a. Status of project
i. Deconstruction of old Fire Training Center – Complete
ii. Stormwater – Complete
iii. Program – Review – Public Safety/Committee/Status – School Decisions – Grant Peters - Commissioners/County Council/City Council/Board of works/School Board

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Letter of Intent to purchase Real Estate (Harcourt Way/Cherry Street)
a. Parcel 70-07-31-201-044.000-011
b. Purchase Agreement 
c. Rezone from C1 to R3 Resolution 2026-  
John McCane presented a copy of a purchase agreement.  McCane said this is the parcel behind the hotel that the City owns.  The purchase price had to equal the average of 2 appraisals. The parcel is approximately 8 acres with 5.4 usable acres.  McCance recommended approving the agreement– Berkemeier made a motion to approve the purchase agreement.  Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Resolution 2026-16 – Berkemeier made a motion to approve the request for rezone Resolution 2026-16.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
 
2. Petition for Annexation – City of Rushville – (Parcel 70-07-30-300-010.000-010 & 70-07-30-300-009.000-010) – 
a. Economic Impact Study
b. Planning and Zoning

3. De-annexation (Dis) – Rush County Agricultural Association (Parcel 70-07-31-201-008.000-011) – Ordinance 2026-10
a. Signed paperwork –

4. Letter of Intent to purchase real estate (Subdivision Common Ground) We are waiting on information.
a. Survey
b. Public Hearing 
5. HEA1001 – Housing Repor-We have a report we need to fill out and turn in. 

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Consideration of Alley Vacation – Ronnie Puckett – North of Parcel 70-11-06-257-007.000-011 (Adj. alley vacated – 2004-22) – Petition Ordinance 2026-15 Alley Vacate  Berkemeier moved to approve, Bridges seconded the motion. Motion carried.
  
2. UDO -Resolution 2062-14 – Bryan from HWC said he had the privilege of working with Rushville in preparing the UDO. Berkemeier said this seems to be much more user friendly and much more intuitive. It is a better product for the community.  Bridges agreed with Berkemeier.  Bridges made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-14.  Gardner seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

3. ADA Resolution 2026-15 Approved Title VI Implementation Plan & ADA Transition Plan  Berkemeier moved to approve Resolution 2026-15.  Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

CLAIMS: Berkemeier moved to approve the claims as presented. Miller seconded the motion.   Motion carried.

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE: Amanda Harris, Chamber Director, invited everyone to come to the After-hours on network meeting Monday at 5:30.

The Annual Awards luncheon coming up in October.  Get your nominations turned in.

Tristan Norris has been named the Rush County representative for the Ball State Ambassador program. 
 
ADJOURN:  There being no further business to come before Council     Berkemeier made a motion to adjourn.  Miller seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
