Stormwater Utility Fee – Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the stormwater utility fee?
The stormwater utility fee is a dedicated funding source used to manage rainwater runoff across the city. This includes maintaining and improving storm sewers, pipes, ditches, inlets, and retention systems that help prevent flooding and protect infrastructure.

2. Why was this fee created?
Stormwater projects were previously funded through property taxes in the General Fund. Due to recent state-level changes under SEA 1, the General Fund has been significantly reduced.
Those responsibilities did not go away. The fee was created to ensure the city can continue maintaining critical stormwater infrastructure without reducing other essential services like police, fire, and street operations.

3. Is this a new tax?
No. This is not a tax. It is a utility-style fee, similar to water or sewer services, that is specifically dedicated to stormwater management.

4. Why am I being charged this fee?
All properties contribute to stormwater runoff, whether through rooftops, driveways, parking lots, or compacted ground. The fee ensures that all property owners contribute fairly to the system that manages that runoff.

5. How is my fee calculated?
Residential properties are typically charged a standard rate based on an average home.
Commercial and larger properties are charged based on impervious surface area, meaning the amount of hard surfaces like roofs and pavement that generate runoff.

6. What does the fee pay for?
The fee funds:
Maintenance and repair of stormwater pipes and drains 
Cleaning and upkeep of ditches, swales, and culverts 
Stormwater pond maintenance 
Flood prevention and drainage improvements 
Regulatory compliance with state and federal requirements 
Planning and engineering for future improvements 

7. What happens if the city does not fund stormwater properly?
Without proper funding:
Flooding becomes more frequent and severe 
Roads and infrastructure deteriorate faster 
Property damage risks increase 
Emergency repair costs rise significantly 
The city risks non-compliance with environmental regulations 

8. Why not continue using property taxes?
The reduction in General Fund revenue due to SEA 1 means there is no longer enough funding to cover stormwater needs while maintaining other essential services.
Creating a dedicated fee ensures:
Stable funding for stormwater infrastructure 
Transparency in how funds are used 
Protection of police, fire, and other city services from further cuts 

9. Where will the money go?
All revenue from the stormwater fee is restricted and can only be used for stormwater-related projects and maintenance. It cannot be used for unrelated city expenses.

10. Will this fee increase over time?
Like any utility, rates may be reviewed periodically to keep up with maintenance needs, inflation, and infrastructure demands. Any adjustments would be evaluated carefully and communicated clearly.

11. I don’t have standing water on my property. Why do I still pay?
Stormwater systems function as a citywide network. Even if your property does not flood, you still benefit from the system that carries water away from roads, neighborhoods, and businesses.

12. Why is stormwater management so important?
Stormwater management:
Protects homes and businesses from flooding 
Preserves roads and infrastructure 
Improves water quality in local streams and rivers 
Supports responsible community growth 
Reduces long-term costs by preventing major failures 

13. How does this benefit the community long-term?
Reliable stormwater infrastructure supports:
Safer neighborhoods 
Stronger property values 
More attractive development opportunities 
Reduced emergency repair costs 
