
MEETING OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
APRIL 21, 2026	
5:30 P.M.										

CALL TO ORDER:  The Board of Public Works and Safety met on the above date and time at 330 N Main Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.

ROLL CALL:  Gary Cameron, Brad Berkemeier, Phil King, and Maria Bridges answered roll call.

MINUTES: Bridges made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2026 meeting as presented. King seconded the motion. Motion carried.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  None.

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  None.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS: None.

PROJECTS/DEPARTMENTS:
1. Housing – 
· Graham School – 
· Havens School –
· Boulders – We had a meeting today.
2. Design & Construction Oversight Contracts – 
3. General –
· SS4A Plan (FHWA)- Plan –
· Levee Accreditation – Status Email - The last word we have was during the shutdown.  Mayor Pavey will contact them once again. 

PUBLIC WORKS:
1. Planning/Zoning/Code Enforcement –		
a. UDO Work Sessions scheduled – Director Copley is setting this up.

2. Park Department – 
a. Street Department – Solid Waste/Transfer Station Groundbreaking 4/22/26 @ 10:00 a.m.
b. CCMG:
i. Jackson & 5th PHI letter of recommendation – Phase I has started on Jackson Street.
ii. Jackson & 5th PHII Construction – Has not started.
iii. Main Street Sidewalks
 
Rushville City Utilities –

PUBLIC SAFETY
3. Fire/Rescue – Request/Investigation Fire Truck Replacement 
a. Permission to hire Thurston Owens; Paxton Harris - Cameron moved to hire Owens & Harris.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

4. Police/Fire/Utility – Public Safety Training Center - Not much change.  
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i. Status of Project – Development of Site (Projects): 
ii. Utility Easements/Options
iii. Water/Fiber
iv. Septic 
Program–Review–Public Safety Committee/Status – Commissioners, County Council, School Decisions, City Council, Board of Works -

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Insurance P&C – RFP – We will ask for bids.

2. Stormwater Appeal Process & Procedures
a. Crystal Wood – Crystal Wood submitted an appeal in regard to the stormwater fee. She said it appears that she is being taxed twice once from the County and once from the City.  She said her property overlaps a legal drain. Mayor Pavey explained that the County takes care of the drain and watershed.  The City is responsible for the stormwater This is not a tax it is a fee.  Wood said when they were annexed in they did not get all of the benefits that others did north of the bridge.  She said they have found it necessary to put in a French drain to keep from flooding them out.  

Berkemeier left meeting 6:26

Cameron said some of the money collected goes into planning.  Mayor said we are looking into how we can get water to the river quicker. Wood said it would be good to have the city & county work together on this.
 
b. Ronald & Dawn Hillebrand – 821 N Perkins – This is a corner lot all 1 parcel. Cameron moved to deny Hillebrand’s appeal.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Cameron moved to deny the Wood appeal with the caveat to have a discussion with the County. Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
3. Evergreen Contracts – Legal Review - Aaron Gurley is taking care of this.
NEW BUSINESS:

Personnel Issue – Bridges moved to agree with the HR’s suggestion that the employee get progressive counseling and have 1 full day (or 1 24-hour shift) of suspension without pay.  Cameron seconded the motion. Motion carried.

CLAIMS:  Cameron moved to approve all claims as presented.  King seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE: None.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:
Police – Chief Tucker gave a brief report on the investigation from last weekend’s shooting.  He said they received a 911 call as a domestic disturbance involving gun shots.  The officers issued verbal commands to 
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drop his weapon.  The subject would not comply.  During encounter the victim received 2-gun shots.  The subject was announced deceased at the scene.  Both officers have returned to work.  Tucker said he has a strong team and that they used the training they had received.  He thanked members from the County & City for their assistance.

Fire –  Chief Justice reported that engine 2 is still out of service. He suggested purchasing a new Ferrera Freightliner Fire Truck.

The new Stryker cot is to be delivered April 30th.  
Street – Not present.
Park – Director Jackley reported that all restrooms are open.  They are keeping busy  mowing.  They had a community service day with Corteva on Monday.  They worked at the pool and helped to get things ready for earth day.  They also worked at the community garden.
  
We had a group from HYCA today.  They helped clear invasive bush honeysuckle and picked up trash.

Programs:
· Yoga in the gallery will continue through the end of May.  
· Nature school continues Wednesday’s @10:30
· Earth day was celebrated today.

Animal Control – Director Cottrell reported that Ali has completed her euthanasia certification.  

On Thursday we will have another transport. 

City Utilities – They will be flushing hydrants this weekend.

ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the Board; Cameron moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.											
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