MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
March 17, 2026
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER: The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 N Main Street Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the Common Council meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  Those present stood and recited the pledge.

PRAYER: Council President lead those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:   Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Rob Hadley, Jemmy Miller, and Ron Gardner answered roll call. 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Ordinance 2026-3 STORM SEWER – ESCALATION RATE  - Mayor gave the public a time to ask questions or make comments.  There were none.  Berkemeier moved to close the public hearing.  Gardner seconded the motion.  Motion carried.\

MINUTES:  Berkemeier moved to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2026 meeting as presented.  Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Pavey reported that trees have been cut down on the east side of Morgan Street in preparations for the bike & ped trail.

There have been conversations between the City, Boys & Girls Club, the Community Center and the schools to put together a partnership to fill gaps and to streamline programs.  The main topic is youth sports.

Sometime last year we discussed renting out a room at the animal shelter for the Humane Society. They never took use of that room. We have made use of that room so now we are trying to hold off if we can. 

CLERK-TREASURER: None.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Berkemeier said “Kudos” to the Saint Patrick’s event.  The funds have helped a lot of people throughout the years,

Berkemeier said he received an email from Suzanna Smith from the Love Community Center.  They are having an international event with food and crafts on April 25 from10:00-5:00 at the Love Center if you know of someone that would like to participate please tell them to contact Smith. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READI Designation (E.O.M.)
· READi 1.0 –
· READi 2.0 – Boulders & Launch Space
· Lily – Blight – Regional Blight Meeting – Havens & Graham –Graham has signed.  They want to start building the 1st of July.  There is a meeting tomorrow on Havens.
· Lilly Arts & Culture – Art Report – 
· Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Council – Junior Williams said they will not have a picnic at the Juneteenth celebration due to there being a concert that same day.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS: Berkemeier said he received a citizen concern from Dan Burklow.  He said it was the same complaint that we dealt with last year regarding the neighbor’s weeds and noise. His main concern is the noise. Burklow’s property is in the county, but the neighbor’s property is in the city.  Berkemeier said he didn’t think it was a problem, but he will look into further with Bridges & Tucker. Tucker offered 3 options:
1. Deem the activity a violation of the Ordinance and enforce as such.   Issue citations for noise violations as applicable.
2. Grant the residents a special permit for the property and the activity as authorized in our current ordinance.  Work cooperative with the residents to determine appropriate parameters for the permit, and issue the document with an annual renewal date that would allow for review and modification.
3. De-annexation of a portion of the resident’s property.  Legally establish a split parcel with the residential area in the city limits and an unincorporated area around the land in question.  The unincorporated area would be subject to county regulations and not city regulations. 

 Mayor Pavey said there has been no complaint made through Comcate.   Berkemeier said maybe we should be looking in another direction since we are considering the complaint from a non-resident.  We are discussing this matter and trying to do our job, while the property owner is not involved at all.  Is this being fair?  Bridges moved to go with option 2.  Hadley seconded the motion.  Motion passed with Councilman Berkemeier voting “nay”.

PROJECTS/DEPARTMENTS/UPDATES    
1. Housing –
a. Graham School –In design
b. Haven School – Scope changes
c. Boulders –Reset
2. General –
a. SS4A Plan (FHWA) – Moving forward.
b. Levee Accreditation -Pavey will call for an update.

PUBLIC WORKS:
3. Planning/Zoning/Code Enforcement –
a. Flow Charting – 
b. Zoning Ordinance – UDO (Unified Development Ordinance) with Education Component.  We have signed to go to an UDO. 
4. Street Department –
a. Solid Waste Transfer Station
b. CCMG – Jackson Street & 5th Phase II – This project is going as we planned. We are still in the permitting process. 
5. City Utilities – The Board of Works hired Ballenger to put in the retention pond

PUBLIC SAFETY
6. Fire/Rescue – Innovation Meeting
7. Police Department – Innovation Meeting
8. Police/Fire/Utility – Public Safety Training Campus – 
a. Status –
i. Deconstruction of old Fire Training Center 
ii. Development of Site (Projects)
a. Utility Easements/Options – INTAT Lane
b. Water/Fiber 
c. Septic – Short-term Option
d. Retention/Detention Pond Construction – Civil & Contractor discussing (Bowles/Ballenger/Coon)
iii. Program – Review – Public Safety Committee Status – Concerns – Serious Conversations – CC & BW invitation for involvement – Commissioners & County Council – Meeting to understand “Big-Picture”/Long-term health

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Insurance RFP – Property/Casualty
2. Economic Development Agreement – (Villas) – We are working with Premier.  We will meet again in 2-3 weeks.  They hope to break ground mid-summer.
3. Contract – West Water – Davis Towing Real Estate li, LLC – Drive (off McFarland) Road Dedication/Gift to City – Easement (access)/Right of way – Parcel #70-11-06-183-009.000-011
a. Quit Claim to City
b. Contract
i. Easement
ii. Curbs

NEW BUSINESS:
1. DLGF – 2026 Budget – Final Numbers – Departments have been given numbers that they need to cut from their Budgets. 

2. Ordinance 2026-3 – Establishing escalation rate to existing Stormwater Rate - Berkemeier moved to approve this amendment.  Gardner seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

3. Write off 2-year old checks – Berkemeier moved to approve writing off the old outstanding checks.  Hadley seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

PFAS Present in our Water – Legal Service Agreement – Berkemeier made a motion to approve the resolution related to the AFFF product liability litigation.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Bridges made a motion to approve the contract for legal services for AFFF.  Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

UPCOMING:
Diamond Stormwater Drainage Pond Reimbursement
Pass-through and endowment fund agreement – Community Foundation/City/County
Trust Indiana
Stormwater Rates
Ordinance Update – County
Interlocal Agreement – City/County – (Annual Occurrence)
City Rate Spreadsheet Recorded

SB1 – Impact/Options/Timelines/Strategies
a. LIT/LOIT – Options (Higher wage earners) – Police/Fire 911
b. (3) Year Growth Appeal (capture excess growth) – Approved
c. Hiring Freeze/Attrition
d. Budget Reduction/Monitoring in spending 
e. Elected Officials Editorials –
f. Innovation/Reimagination Conversations
g. Rush County Schools 

CLAIMS & MONTHLY NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2025 BANK RECONCILIATION:  Hadley moved to approve the claims and bank rec as presented.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  None.

ADJOURN:  There being nothing further to come before Council; Gardner moved to adjourn. Bridges seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

