MEETING OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE UNSAFE HEARING BOARD
February 17, 2026
5:00 p.m.											

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL:  Gary Cameron, Brad Berkemeier, Phil King, Maria Bridges

[bookmark: _Hlk220998927]     PUBLIC HEARING:      C- 436-438 W 3rd Street CASA RICA Investments – Inspection/Report – (Structural Inspection) – HEARING: Samantha Copley provided reports, TLF inspection/report, and Finding of Facts to the Board. Conditions were unimproved. Berkemeier motioned to close hearing; King seconded the motion. The motion carried.
MINUTES:  Cameron motioned to approve Unsafe Meeting Minutes from February 3, 2026; King seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  None.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
· Residential - Properties on the radar
· R-223 E. 6th St. (Kennedy Bridge House) – Nothing new to report.
· R-515 N. Harrison St. – Status – BZA 2nd hearing scheduled for tomorrow.
· R-216 W. 3rd Street – No new activity to report.
· R-512 E. 11th Street – Hartzell’s expected to start restoration work on this property next, but the timeline could still be a month or more out.
· R-232 E. 8TH Street – Copley recommended for public hearing 4/7/2026 – Cameron motioned to set public hearing for 4/7/2026; Bridges seconded the motion. The motion carried.
· R-601 N Morgan Street – Continue to watch and will revisit 4/1/2026. Berkemeier suggested a formal letter sent to property owner requesting her to grant Copley access to site for an inspection before legal action is taken.
· R-335 N Morgan Street, APT. 3 – Revisit 4/1/2026 – Nothing new to report.
· R-863 S Donald Street – Inspection by 2/24/2026 – Mr. Farley signed for the Certified letter dated 2/4/2026 which recapped the public hearing on 2/3/2026, and informed Mr. Farley that a follow up inspection must be conducted no later than 2/24/2026. Copley attempted to call and visit Mr. Farley, but has not made contact with him to date.
· Commercial – Properties on the radar 
· C-113 W. 3rd Street – Abt Partners, LLC – HOLD - Property Owner submitted a lengthy email on 2/16/ 2026 with several questions and mentions of work he has done. This was forwarded to the Unsafe Hearing Board for their review. Berkemeier addressed the questions in owner’s e-mail on the record:
1. When are the Unsafe Building Meetings? Copley informed owner of dates and times.
2. Could I claim Apt B as my secondary residence? No. I have been told that may allow for leniency in insurance requirements. Would that personal residence allow for guest occupants who would work on 420 N Harrison? No.
3. If insurance is unavailable even in a secondary market, could a bond be posted to cover the City’s liability? No.
4. Would the City accept a release of liability signed by the owner and tenants in lieu of a full Certificate of Occupancy? No.
· Property, to date, is not safety compliant. Cameron motioned to allow TLF or engineer to review for safety of the parapet; Berkemeier seconded the motion. The motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
· Development of Best Practices-Set Meeting (Work in progress)
· Flowcharts/Timelines/Policy and Procedures (Notices) 
· Under Review – Mayor & City Attorney 
· Budget Adjustments – Hearings – Recoup (Continue to be aware of budgeting impact)-Gary Cameron is continuing to assess
· Permit Fees
· Reimbursement
· Reconnect Fees
· Inspection Fees/Tap Fees
· Re-inspection Fees
· Timely items on radar:
· Auto Repair/Abandoned Vehicles/Clutter
· Spring around the corner – Pre-emptive Posting for lawn maintenance reminders.
· Executive Summary – Work Session: Mayor has and will forward to Board.

NEW BUSINESS: 
· R-801/803 E 11th Street – Demolition will commence when Street Department is able to get equipment on the property, weather permitting.
· C- 436-438 W 3rd Street CASA RICA Investments – Berkemeier motioned to approve Findings of Fact provided; King seconded the motion; Cameron abstained from motion. The motion carried. Berkemeier suggested best course of action for the structure is demolition as no rehabilitation plan from property owner/bidder has been provided. Berkemeier motioned the property be declared blighted and ordered for demolition; Bridges seconded the motion; Cameron abstained from motion. The motion carried. Pavey recommended a notice be sent to property bidder to pull the current bid to avoid bidder financial loss.

TIMELINES - Action Taken/Due Dates/Deadlines:
0. COURT PROCESS (Hearing) 
0. 436 – 438 W 3rd – The property is deemed blighted and ordered for demolition. Legal Counsel and Copley will monitor and communicate for court proceedings. 
0. 226 N Main – Case dismissed
0. 801-803 E 11th – Order for demolition
0. FINES IN PROGRESS
1. Fine notification
1. Certified Mail

0. C-140 E. 2nd Street – Fines started 10/3/2025 – Complete (Rear Parapet) – Letter was sent to and received by the property owner detailing expectations and next steps.
0. R-420 N. Harrison Street – Abt Partners, LLC – Concrete poured and rails set at both back doors, construction trash cleared, and concreted poured at front entrance according to an email Copley received from property owner. Fines are to start 2/19/2026.  Berkemeier addressed the questions in owner’s e-mail on the record:
· When are the next Unsafe Hearing Board meetings? Copley informed owner of dates and times.
· If I commit to spend $2000/month and can demonstrate with picture and receipts can the fines be postponed? No.

ADJOURN:  Cameron moved to adjourn this Unsafe Meeting at 5:43 p.m.; Berkemeier seconded the motion. The motion carried.
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