MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
SEPTEMBER 2, 2025
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER: The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 N Main Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:  Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Rob Hadley, Jemmy Miller, and Ron Gardner answered roll call.

MINUTES: Bridges moved to approve the minutes of the August 19, 2025 meeting as presented.  Gardner seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Pavey reported the following:
1. Sent in corrections to American Legal.  Council needs to review so we can pass at the next meeting.
2. Paul Barada Sr passed away last week.  He was a big promoter for all of Rush County.  He will be deeply missed by this community.

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  None.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  None.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READi 1.0 – Diamond Pet Foods – We are starting to get more information regarding Diamond’s opening. 
· READi 2.0 - We were approved for the Boulders project. 
· Lilly Blight – Regional Meeting – The County is working on this project.  They have 10 or 11 properties involved.
· Lilly Arts & Culture – We have something in the works.  We are putting together a proposal.
· Diversity, Equity & Inclusion - 

CITIZENS CONCERNS/COMMENTS: Bridges received a call Jeff Houser asking to come before council to make a presentation to Council to honor someone that graduated from Rushville and is now a Two Star General.  Mayor Pavey said we will make that happen.

PROJECTS/DEPARTMENTS:
1. CCMG – 5th & Jackson – Nothing new.
2. General – SS4A – They are working on dates for the next public meeting.

PUBLIC WORKS 
3. Planning/Zoning/Code Enforcement – 
a. Ordinance Support 2025-9 Running Water- Tracking Procedure – This past month there were over 100 shut offs 4 were vacant.
b. Generator – Restrictions in progress - Pavey is discussing with Chief Tucker.
4. Street Department – Tree & Sidewalk – Restart in fall – The Street Department has removed dead trees. They will remove the stumps also. Kathi Jackley said that in the new sidewalk area there are stressed trees.  The Street Department will look into this.  Bridges said they did good work and was pleased with the results.
5. Rushville City Utilities – 
i. Burke – Review & Formulating – Recommendation for Council –

PUBLIC SAFETY 
6. Fire/Rescue – Update on hiring process – Seth Higdon is waiting on the testing results.
7. Police Department – Claw Back – Police & Fire –   We need to figure out what applies.
8. Police/Fire/Utility – Public Safety Training Campus –
a. Status of Project –
i. Deconstruction of Fire Training Center –
ii. Retention/Detention Pond Construction - Civil & Contractor Discussing –
iii. Utility Easements - 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Solid Waste Transfer Station
a. Lease – Newhouse & Grant Reeves –
b. Interlocal Agreement - Newhouse & Grant Reeves will start working on the lease agreement.
c. Estimating – pricing gap has closed – This is on the Solid Waste agenda for September 22.
2. Trash Fee Conversation –Berkemeier responded to an email from Tim Heller.   
a. Schedule time & date –
b. Baker Tilly Study in progress = verification.  Berkemeier said before we do anything he wants to wait to see what Baker Tilly comes up with.

3. Scooter Program – Pavey asked Council for their thoughts. Bridges said he was concerned we will have to make a lane for them to travel.  There are a lot of the roads that this would not work. He said there is a lot more to the program.

Gardner said he spoke to Jeff Emsweller it was not well received in his community and it was discontinued.  He said age was a big issue.

Hadley said he didn’t think it would be safe. Miller agreed about the safety. Berkemeier said he did not really want it.  Berkemeier made a motion to strike from the agenda.  Hadley seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Indiana Stream & Wetland Mitigation Program (INSWMP) – Contract review – Deadline – 10/1/25 –
Resolution 2025-21 Approval of INSWMP - Pavey said he is asking Newhouse to put a resolution together.
a. Presentable for a vote
b. Questions answered –
c. Dates corrected –
NEW BUSINESS
1. Resolution 2025-20 Authorizing Execution and Delivery of a Master Equipment Lease/Purchase Agreement – Hadley made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-20.  Bridges seconded the motion. Motion carried
2. Potential Meeting Date Adjustment – Mayor Pavey and Kyle Gardner will be out of town at the AIM Ideas Summit Oct 20-21. The second meeting in October will be moved to October 20.
3. SB1 – Impact/Options/Timelines 3-year growth plan (Capture from excess growth) –  
Council scheduled a budget workshop for September 9 @ 6:30 p.m.
CLAIMS & MARCH BANK RECONCILEMENT: Miller moved to approve the claims and March bank reconcilement.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE: Sandy Fussner said Rush Fest is set for September 20th.   Activities will take place at the old library.
ADJOURN: There being nothing further to come before Council; Berkemeier moved to adjourn. Hadley seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m.

