MEETING OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILE COMMON COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER 16, 2025
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 N Main Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:  Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Jemmy Miller and Ron Gardner answered roll call.  Rob Hadley was not present.

PUBLIC HEARING: 2026 Budget: The public hearing in regard to the City’s 2026 budget was opened for questions or comments.   Berkemeier said we have several issues with the loss of funding. There were no other questions or comments.  Berkemeier moved to close the public hearing.   Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

MINUTES:  Bridges moved to approve the September 2, 2025 minutes as presented.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Pavey gave the following report:
1. We have been discussing Project 140.
2. There have been a lot of conversations back & forth with Diamond.
3. We are also having conversations with Joyner Homes about what the area is going to look like.

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT: Clerk-Treasurer Copley asked Council to consider Ordinance 2025-11 approving the code of ordinances update. Bridges moved to approve Ordinance 2025-11.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Berkemeier said he continues to receive emails regarding the opioid settlement. 

SB1 – He said we need to be sure we keep the fee schedule up to date.  Director Copley said she was doing that.

The Kiwanis are putting on an event that has something to do with mental health. The event will October 6 at the Love Center.
 COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READi Designation – Diamond Pet Foods – 3rd quarter 2025 opening.
· READi 1.0 N Washington – Mason Gordon asked he could start submitting final invoices on N Washington Street.
· READi 2.0 – The Boulders is the only project that we have firmly approved.
· Lilly – Blight – regional meeting 
· Lilly Arts & Culture – 
· Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Council-

CITIZEN’S CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  None.

PROJECTS/DEPARTMENTS:
1. CCMG 5TH & Jackson – Land said he doesn’t see this project starting until 2026.
2. General SS4A - There will be a meeting November 6 discussing community interest. 

PUBLIC WORKS:
3. Planning/Zoning/Code Enforcement 
a. Support Ordinance 2025-9 Running water
i. Tracking Procedure 
b. Shut-off number of days 
c. Generator – Restrictions in progress –
4. Street Department – Main Street Tree & Sidewalk East Side of Main – Commissioner Land said they started last week working on sidewalks at 12 & Main.  He said there is a retaining wall causing issues.  There are a lot of roots.
5. City Utilities Master Plan- Mayor will meet with Kyle Gardner to see what needs to be done.

PUBLIC SAFETY
6. Fire/Rescue
a. Hiring update – Seth Higdon – starts Oct 5
7. Police Department – Police & Fire Clawback –
8. Police/Fire/Utility – Public Safety Training Campus – 
a. Deconstruction of old Fire Training Center – The items to be re-used have been moved.   
b. Retention/Detention Pond Construction – Cameron is working on this.
c.  Utility Easements –

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Solid Waste/Transfer Station
a. Lease Newhouse & Grant Reeves 
b. Interlocal Agreement Newhouse & Grant Reeves 
c. Estimating – price gap has closed 

2. Transfer Fee Conversation 
i. Schedule a date & time
ii. Baker Tilley Study in process 

3. Indiana Stream & Wetland Mitigation Program – Contract Review 10/1/25 Deadline – Resolution 2025-21 – Approval of INSWMP Berkemeier made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-21. Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Smiley Avenue Transfer Station Price Increase –Commissioner Land sent information to Council for review. Land said he doesn’t want to lose money he would at least like to break even. He said he would also like to give city residents a break if they pay trash fee they could take items to the transfer station once a month at a discounted fee. Berkemeier made a motion to make the changes per Land’s proposal. Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
 
2. Approval the Re-zoning of sign for Porter Advertising South of Riverside Park (INSWP) Grant Reeves is making changes to the document.

3. Insurance RFP Property Casualty & Health Insurance –

4. SB1 Impact/Options/Timelines –  

CLAIMS AND APRIL 2025 BANK RECONCILIATION: Miller moved to approve the claims and April 2025 bank reconciliation as presented.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE: Sandy Fussner said Rush Fest is Saturday.  The parade will start at 10:00.   It will start on 3rd Street instead of 2nd Street.

ADJOURN: There was no further business to come before Council; Berkemeier moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

