MEETING OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
COMMON COUNCIL
JUNE 18, 2024
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 N Main Street Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:24 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG: The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:  Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Rob Hadley, Jemmy Miller, and Ron Gardner answered roll call.  Also present was City Attorney, Julie Newhouse.

PUBLIC HEARING TRANE TAX ABATEMENT - The meeting was opened for a public hearing request from The Trane Company for tax abatement.  John McCane asked if there were any questions or comments.  There were none.  Berkemeier moved to close the public hearing.  Bridges seconded the motion.  The public hearing was closed. 

MINUTES:  Miller moved to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2024 meeting as presented.  Hadley seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Pavey gave the following report:
1. Carla Sharpe’s last day was Friday.  We thanked her for her 44 years of service with a lunch.  Her daughters are having a reception for her on the 29th.  It will be here at City Hall.  Kim Rathz started Monday.

2. Fish Moon - Our goal is to open by July 4th.  

3. Pavey has had some discussion with Chief Tucker regarding issues with our tornado sirens.  We have at least one that is firing on its own. Verlin Custer is checking out the matter and will give us our options.

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT: Clerk-Treasurer Copley said our budget workshop with the DLGF is July 19 at 9:15.  

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Council President Berkemeier said he would like to wish Carla well and thank her for her years of service.  He also welcomed Kim.   

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
Police – Chief Tucker reported that they had their testing for a patrol position.  There were no candidates that passed the testing.
 
The 5K is set for July 13.  We are still accepting participants.

We are purchasing way finding signs for East Hill Cemetery for Rush County officers that lost their lives in the line of duty.
  
We are working on a program “Stop the Bleed”.  This is a commercial program similar to what PTR was.  Funding is approximately $35.00 per person. 

Fire – Chief Justice reported that we are waiting to hear from INPRS regarding Gavin Frank.

We took our smoke house to the Juneteenth celebration.

Rescue II is at Cain Signs getting finishing touches.
We still have a couple of guys that are taking the advanced EMT training.

This morning we heard that we are being awarded a grant of $10,000.00 to purchase a simulated hose bed. 

We were invited to go to Wabash regarding training facilities throughout the state.  It was announced that the next one to be selected was Rushville.  This will be a grant in the amount of $750,000.00.  Over the past 2½ years the fire department has received $1.5 million in grant funding.

Street – Commissioner Land said they received $10,000.00 from the RCCF to be used for clean-up.  We are teaming with the County.

We will be repairing a broken tile behind the Comfort Inn.

We are trying to determine the cause of a sink hole at 3rd & Arthur. 

We will be removing some dead trees Thursday at Riverside Park.

Park – Director Shaw said there will be an employee and family pool party this Saturday from 7:00-9:00 p.m.  Please RSVP.

Next Friday night we will have an appreciation pool party from 7:00-9:00.  This is for businesses or organizations that have helped us out financially or otherwise.  

We have had some unexpected expenses for purchase of a chemical controller and a new mower.  We were fortunate that we have had businesses donate $16,000.00 for us to purchase these items.  

Animal – Director Hanna emailed May numbers.

New landscaping rock has been installed.

They are offering free adoption in order to keep their numbers down.

They had a Purdue transport on June 10.

Thursday they will be helping out with summer camp.

The Board of Works approved hiring Tabitha Cottrell as a part-time assistant.

Planning – Director Copley reported that there will be a BZA meeting tomorrow.
 
The mowing list is decreasing due to the help from the Street Department.
 
She is working with McDonalds on their sanitary work that goes along with their remodel.

Everything is gone from the grain elevator.  They still need to put down top soil for seeding.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READi 2.0 - $30M ARI Region – We were given cursory approval for funding.  We will probably receive it sometime the 1st quarter of next year. 
· Lilly – Blight 
· Lilly – Arts and Culture 
· Lilly Gift VIII – This is a local Lily grant that is moving forward.   
· Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Council – Junior Williams gave a shout out to all of the City departments.  He thanked everyone for coming out Saturday.  The program was very successful.  They also had a ceremony to dedicate the plaque.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  None.

PROJECTS/DEPARTMENTS – UPDATES:
1. DESIGN & CONTRUCTION OVERSIGHT CONTRACTS –
Grain Bin Demolition – Close out process.

2. General – 
· Elected Officials 101 Topics –
· Resolution 2023-09 – Update Claw Back /Reimbursement Policy - 
· 5S4A (FHWA) Action Grant Approval – Proposals due 6/27/24 @ 4:00.  
· We had one response for the levee trail project.  We have contacted INDOT for direction on how to proceed. 

PUBLIC WORKS – UPDATES
3. Street Department 
· Trash Truck Conversation – We are discussing options. Land is putting together information.  Land said he would like to get input from Council. 

4. City Utilities – Utility Master Plan - Award June 20.  

PUBLIC SAFETY – UPDATES
5. Fire/Rescue –
· Status of Construction – We have a small punch list.

6. Public Safety Committee – 
· Police and Fire Regional Training Center – Rushville will be awarded $750,000 .00.
i. Survey – Completed.
ii. Programing – Chief Tucker and Mayor met with the school.  We are all on the same page.
iii. Status of Project –
Firing range mounds are ready for grass seed.
Gary Cameron is working on a plan on getting water & sewer to the site. 
Gary Cameron setting civil elevations and laying out site-schematically. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. North Washington Street Project Status – Kyle Gardner said there will be 33 single family lots for working class homes. 

2. Trane Abatement Resolution 2024-11 – Bridges moved to approve Resolution 2024-11 Confirming the Declaratory Resolution.  Gardner seconded the motion.  Motion carried. Berkemeier moved to approve the statement of benefits. Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

3. Glenwood Water Update - Kyle Gardner is setting up a meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Food Truck Packet Review – Suggested changes are in red.  Please review. 

2. Boys & Girls Club – Jon York and some board members were present to update Council on the Club.  York said they are open during the week from 6:00 – 6:00.  The cost to join the club is $25 per year per child and $45 for the summer program.

Our homework program has increased.  We are teaching about careers.  We offer and encourage healthy lifestyles which is an hour of physical activity each day.  Most kids want to stay in the game room. We are making them move around more.  We are watching what they eat.

We served 1300 kids last year.  We average 106 daily.  We are working together to serve more kids.  We have a site in Milroy where they average 25 kids a day.

Kevin Snyder invited Council to come take a look anytime. The programming is amazing. 

3. Temporary Camper Permitting - We currently have 5 or 6 mobile home units from Diamond parking their campers on City property.  Now we have had a request from a trailer park asking what they need to do to allow temporary campers in their park. Samantha Copley and the Mayor are working on a possible permit.  We will need to define the term as to how long.   There must be electric & sewer available and not be permanent. We will send out a sample permit for review.

4. Discussion of DORA (Designated Outdoor Recreational Area) – Clare Cull and Joe Rathz – Joe Rathz told Council that this program was created by the state legislature about a year ago.  It is to designate an area that alcohol may be consumed.  We want all business to benefit from this.  More sales will increase our tax revenue.  There have been 3 businesses that have shown an interest.  This would need to be discussed with their insurance agents.  We would need to have an ordinance in place.  No outside drinks can be brought in.  There would be a designated time frame.  Rathz said they will prepare a sample ordinance for Council to review.

CLAIMS AND APRIL 2024 BANK RECONCILIATION:  Berkemeier moved to approve the claims and April 2024 bank reconciliation.  Gardner seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  None.

ADJOURN:   There was no other business to come before the Board; Berkemeier moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m.
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