[bookmark: _GoBack]MEETING OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
COMMON COUNCIL
APRIL 2, 2024
6:00 P.M.											

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Street Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:  Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Rob Hadley, Jemmy Miller, and Ron Gardner answered roll call.  Eli Bridges was not present.  Also present was City Attorney, Julie Newhouse.

MINUTES:  – Bridges moved to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2024 meeting as presented.  Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  None. 
 
CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  None.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  None.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:
Police - Chief Tucker said they are preparing for the eclipse.  He said people will need to have patience with the heavy traffic. Traffic delays of up to 4 hours is expected.

Fire – Chief Justice said they have received the ambulance. They spoke with the company about wrapping the vehicle and he was told that they are looking at the 1st to middle of May to complete.

Three of their firefighters took a fire investigator class.  This will make 6 of their guys investigators.
  
15 applications have been given out and 3 have been returned. 

All of the department will work on the 8th during the eclipse.

Street –Commissioner Land said they will also work on Monday.  He has postponed trash collection for that day.  The transfer station will be closed.

They have received the Chipper.  They gave the flatbed truck back to the park department.

They will begin repairing an alley in the 800 block of West 2nd.

Park – Assistant Jackley reported that they have started mowing.  They will be on staff on Monday.  

Planting at the community garden has begun.  

The Board of Works gave approval to hire a part-time laborer.  

The Elks Club donated 3 raised beds for the community garden.  They also gave a donation of $1,200.00 for improvements to the community garden.  

We received a donation of $5,450.00 for a statue at BTW.  

The State of Indiana gave $2,000.00 donation for further educational programs.

Jackley said they are very thankful for the volunteers that have been helping clean up the parks.

Utilities – Superintendent Shook said he received a sample kit from the EPA requesting PFAS and lithium testing to be done in April and again in October.    
    
Planning/Zoning/Code Enforcement – Director Copley said code enforcement is going well.  

Copley has been issuing a lot of permits.

She has worked with Chief Tucker to tell vendors where they are allowed to set up for the eclipse.

They have been working on editing the revised zoning ordinance.  They will pull out the section for flood management.   It will have its own ordinance.

McDonalds has donated through the Art Fund $5,450.00 for a statue for the BTW area.

Copley has been talking to the post office regarding the parking lot and how to move forward.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
John McCane - John McCane informed Council that one of our local industries is looking to expand.  It would mean between 60-70 jobs at approximately $24.00 an hour plus benefits.  They have a new line coming in.  Berkemeier made a motion to support the expansion of Project Branch.  Hadley seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
· READi Designation
Community Center – Construction is on schedule.  They are anticipating opening by the end of the year.  We should have a name for the facility by the end of the week. 
All funds have been drawn down for the community center & Diamond.
Diamond Pet Foods – Diamond continues to grow.
· READi 2.0 – April 11th Award - We met today.  We should know the amount of our funding on April 11th.
· Lilly – Blight- portion of READi 2.0
· Lilly – Arts & Culture – portion of 2.0
· Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Council – Junior Williams said they will be selling t-shirts June 1st.  They are ready to go! 

CITIZENS CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  None.
 
PROJECT/DEPARTMENTS
1. CCMG – 15TH & Sexton – landscaping

2. Housing
· N Washington Street May 1, 2024 - Working on final numbers. 

3. Design & Construction Oversight Contracts
· Grain Bin Demolition April 9th –

4. General
· Elected Officials – 101 Topics –
· Insurance – CIGNA Network –
· Ambulance Contract - Gardner has put together a spreadsheet. We are getting much closer. 
· SS4A (FHWA) Action Grant Approval – There has been a meeting with Henry & Decatur Counties. We feel that the best funding option for everyone involved is #2.  We will set a meeting for Rush County. 

PUBLIC WORKS
5. Planning/Zoning/Code Enforcement
· Zoning Ordinance –
· Drainage Plan Review Process/Permitting – The first to test this will be the post office parking lot.

PUBLIC SAFETY
6. Fire/Rescue – Construction Status – Moving forward.

7. Police/Fire/Utility – Request for a drone survey.  We will sign off when we get the paperwork.
· Letters of Support –
· Survey – 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. City Utilities
· Master Plan – OCRA/CDBG Award Announcement 4-15-24 –

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Resolution 2024-5 -SS4A Grant Approval – The resolution is being written.

2. Resolution 202-6 -Re-Allocating Funds from Diamond BANS – Not complete. 

3. Glenwood Water Project – Tom Barclay from Common Wealth Engineering was present to discuss the possibility of extending water from Rushville to Glenwood and from Connersville to Glenwood.   He said they are looking to regionalize.  They have received interest from Fayette County & the City of Connersville.   Fayette County Council has said they would put in $350,000.00 to get the project started.  They hope that Connersville will match that. They are asking the City of Rushville and Rush County for consideration to partner with Connersville. Glenwood would apply for an SRF loan.  Barclay said they would like a response by the end of April. Berkemeier said that is a lot to think about in such a short time.  He said he would be interested in finding out what Rush County is doing.   

CLAIMS AND FEBRUARY 2024 BANK RECONCILEMENT- Miller moved to approve the claims and February 2024 bank reconcilement as presented.  Gardner seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE: None.  

ADJOURN:  There was nothing further to come before Council; Berkemeier moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

