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JANUARY 16, 2024
5:30 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL:  Gary Cameron and Phil King answered roll call. Brad Berkemeier and Maria Bridges were not present.  Also present was City Attorney, Julie Newhouse.  

MINUTES:   Cameron moved to approve the minutes of the January 2, 2024 meeting as presented.  King seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Pavey reported that the READi II presentation went well today.  Applications are due February 17th. 

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  None.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
Fire – Chief Justice reported that they have been approved to receive a grant in the amount of $5,000.00 from Duke for an inflatable smoke house.  

Police – Chief Tucker reported that they had another vehicle damaged when the officer struck a deer.

There was a meeting in preparation for the Eclipse.  We will be meeting county wide on the 25th.

We also had a meeting in regard to the 4th of July 

Utility – Superintendent Shook said they had 6 freeze ups due to the cold weather.  3 of those were frozen at the meter and 3 were at various houses.

Diamond – The new tower is now full.  We are doing bacteria sampling.  We are hopeful that it can go on line next week.

Friday Shook received a letter of resignation from Eric Schlechtweg.

Planning/Zoning – Director Copley reported that she has received complaints of pests. (i.e. roaches, mice & bed bugs.)  

She received a building standard complaint regarding Rush Mobile Home Park.  The matter was taken care of immediately.

Copley is looking into an alert system which would direct to the City’s web site.  She will get more information and report back.  She is comparing prices with the City Utilities.

They will be testing fire extinguishers January 22.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Project Update CCMG – 15th & Sexton – Landscaping in the spring.

2. North Washington Street – BOT Agreement – Mayor Pavey said he will be looking for Council action tonight.   

3. City Utilities Master Plan – OCRA/CDBG – There will be a public hearing February 6.   
NEW BUSINESS:
Public Works
1. Animal Control – Director Hanna asked to hire Samara Hankins effective January 30 at $13.00 per hour.  King made a motion to approve hiring Hankins.  Cameron seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

Public Safety
1. Fire Rescue
· Status of construction – Chief Justice said there are minor touch ups with IT stuff that they are working on.   
· Exterior Renovation – Drawings have been given to Barnes to review. 
· Paramedic Hiring Update – They have an interview scheduled for Friday.
· Police and Fire Regional Training Center - The State Fire Marshall and the Director of Training for the State came in last week and were very pleased with our plan.  They also visited the site.  We will request letters of support. 
· Moriah Moore handed in a letter of resignation effective February 1st.  Cameron made a motion to accept the resignation.  King seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

2. Police – Hiring status - Chief Tucker said the application phase ended Friday.  They received 10 applications.  The next step is the written & agility testing. 
3. Police/Fire/Utility 
Advisory Committee for Public Safety Career Pathway Program – We had our 2nd meeting last Thursday. The school said they would like to be up and running for the 2024-2025 school year.  We will discuss salaries and staff at the next meeting. The school is excited to move forward. 

General Topics
1.  Insurance Orientation – We had orientation last week to prepare for the self-insured health insurance.

Claims
	Morgan Street Trail Invoices #67861 & 68146 - Cameron moved to approve the invoices for Morgan Street Trail.  King seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  None.

ADJOURN:  There was no further business to come before the Board; Cameron moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.
