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BOARD OF THE UNSAFE HEARING BOARD
SEPTEMBER 5, 2023
5:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Unsafe Hearing Board of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Street Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL:  Gary Cameron, and Maria Bridges answered roll call.  Brad Berkemeier arrived after the roll was called.  Phil King was not present. Also present was City Attorney, Julie Newhouse.  

MINUTES:  Cameron moved to approve the minutes of the August 1, 2023 meeting as presented.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  None.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. 415 W 9th Street – Pictures were taken today.  Berkemeier said the front looks fine.  He was not sure about the side.  Chief Tucker said it was much better.  There were a few things on the drive way but he was not sure if it is a violation.  There was no access to the back yard.  Pavey said he was encouraged, but we will need to keep an eye on it.  Berkemeier asked about a continuous abatement if this happens again.  Do we have to go through the same hoops?  Newhouse said a continuous abatement can be posted on the residence for a 24-hour period and then the city can go in and clean up if the residents do not.   Samantha Copley stated in her opinion the order was satisfied.  Cameron made a motion to close the action regarding 425 W 9th Street.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried.      

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Trees – We have found on several occasions that we are asked to determine if a tree is safe or not 

2. 1217 N Morgan – Mike Land received a complaint from a neighbor.  Carla Sharpe sent a letter to the owner.  In response she received a threatening phone call.  Mayor Pavey was able to call this person back due to having caller ID. There was a partially dead tree with a limb hanging down in the front yard. This tree was not referenced in the report, it was noticed by Mike Land.  The report noted tall grass and a building in the back yard that appears unsafe. The property owner would not give his name. He said the City could not tell him what to do on his property.  Pavey said we need to address the 3 items that are violations, but not sure how we handle the tree.  Pavey said this will go on the top of the list for our new Unsafe Director, Samantha Copley.    

3. 1118 N Main (Agreed to remediation terms) – A tree fell in the back yard.  Sharpe has worked with the property owner to get the tree removed. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  None.

ADJOURN:  There was nothing further to come before the Board; Berkemeier moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 5:23 p.m.

