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COMMON COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER 19,2023
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Street Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:  Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Elton Marzon, and Mike Daubenspeck answered roll call.  Aaron Gurley and Eli Bridges were not present.  Also present was City Attorney, Julie Newhouse.

PUBLIC HEARING – CITY’S 2024 BUDGET - The public hearing was opened.  Clerk-Treasurer Copley reported that the 2024 budget was advertised for $13,012,406.00.  Junior Williams asked if this was for the entire year.  Copley stated it was for the entire year.  There were no further questions or comments Berkemeier moved to close the public hearing.  Bridges seconded the motion.  The public hearing was closed. 

PUBLIC HEARING – LIBRARY’S 2024 BUDGET – The public hearing was opened.  Mayor Pavey asked for questions or comments.  There were none.  Daubenspeck made a motion to close the public hearing.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  The public hearing was closed.

MINUTES:   Bridges made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 5, 2023 meeting as presented.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:   Mayor Pavey gave the following report:
1. This Sunday the City Utilities will be flushing hydrants.
2. Thanks to all that attended the ground breaking for the community center.
3. All of the festivities this weekend went well. 

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  Copley reported that the 2024 budget will be up for adoption at the next meeting.  Also, the 2nd meeting in October we will have the Salary Ordinance for adoption.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
Council President Berkemeier said he thought the many activities went well this past weekend.

He also thanked the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer for the budget work session.  He said it was very helpful. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
READi Designation
· Community Center – We had the ground-breaking last week.  The construction will take approximately 18 months. 
· Diamond Pet Foods – Representatives from Diamond Pet Foods were in town last Wednesday.  They are happy with the progress.  
· Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Council – Sandra Chapman “The Girl in the Yellow Scarf” Documentary - The event starts Thursday in Indianapolis.  It will continue here Saturday.  Both events were sold out.  The funds will go to the CJD Park.

Special Projects Report:  Gardner gave the following report:
1.  Housing continues to be a big topic.  We have the speck home. The 4th house is being built.
2. Washington Street – We are looking for someone to give a quote on earth work. 
3. We are scheduling interviews for Gina Jenkins’ replacement. 
4. Fishmoon health inspection has been completed. 
5. Ambulance Contract – We are working on a new contract.
6. Benches on Morgan – Some of these benches have started rusting.  We are looking for the vendor that provided the benches. 
7. Thanked Carla Sharpe for stepping up after Chuck Jenkins retired.  
8. Samantha Copley is doing a good job.  She has hit the ground running with a positive attitude.

Department Head Reports:
Street – Heavy trash will be the 1st week of October.  Trash will be picked up on the regularly scheduled trash day and should be set out no later than 7:00 a.m. on your scheduled trash day.
  
We are currently working on a big sidewalk at 9th & Willow.  We have 4 more to do.

15th Street & Sexton project – We have made a temporary cross walk for the students to use.

Willow Street is completed.

They are working their way North on the Sign & Post Project.  They will work on the downtown decorative posts during off hours.

We have another Rail Crossing grant coming up. 

Fire – Terry Dance went for his physical.  We are waiting for the results.

Five of the seven employees that took the officer’s strategy and tactics training test passed.  The last 2 employees will test in a couple of weeks.

They are in the testing phase for the baby box.

The IT materials have been received.  Jarman will schedule a time for installation.

Police – Work is continuing from storm damage.  It should be completed in 3 days.  

The new police car is back from the installers.  

Tucker asked for approval to place an order to purchase a 2024 Dodge Durango in the amount of $42,600.00.  He said it could take up to 8 months before the vehicle would be available.  Bridges made a motion to authorize the order to purchase the vehicle.  This would include a trade in vehicle not to exceed the budgeted amount of $50,000.00.  Marzon seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Park – The Board of Works hired Tim Nicholson as a part-time employee.  

The last concert took place this past weekend.  

The toddler fence has been repaired.  The pergola is being worked on.  
Our next project is to fix the showers at the pool.

Planning/Zoning/Unsafe – Copley passed out a report regarding properties she is monitoring.  
She stated that she will be moving 1217 N. Morgan to unsafe.

The American Legion is remodeling the facility.  They are working with the Historical Board for compliance.

Copley reported that repairs have been made to 140 E 2nd, but it has not been painted.  She has tried to contact the owner, but has not gotten any response.

434 N Perkins – They have done a lot of work.  They have mowed and removed rubbish.   Copley asked them to close access to the windows.  

Animal – Director Hanna reported that Singleton is back from maternity leave.   

The adoption event this past weekend resulted in adoption of 4 cats and 2 dogs.  

Tomorrow Trane will be sending volunteers to help out at the shelter.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  Junior Williams said the past weekend was fantastic.  He said he is glad he moved back to Rushville.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Resolution 2023-20 Reduce Spending 2023 Budget – Berkemeier moved to approve Resolution 2023-20.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

2. Resolution 2023-21 Adding Money Back to Appropriations – Berkemeier moved to approve Resolution 2023-21.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
 
3. Trash Collection Mobil Home Parks and Churches – Superintendent Land said he just wants to limit the amount we are picking up.  He is not in favor of doing away with picking up trash for churches.  They do not pick up trash for the church at 7th & Harrison.  Berkemeier said when it comes to churches he feels they are considered commercial.  Berkemeier said we just need something included in the ordinance that we do not pick up for mobile home parks.  Pavey said we will revise verbiage stating that we will not pick up trash for mobile home parks. We will limit residential toters to 2 per household and a maximum of 2 toters for churches.  

General 
1. Budget READi 2.0 - We will put a line item in our budget. 
2. Ambulance Contract - The County did not change the budget amount.  We will keep the program we have for 6 months, but we will not return funds.

CLAIMS: Berkemeier moved to approve the claims as presented.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  None.

ADJOURN: There was nothing further to come before Council; Bridges moved to adjourn.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m.
