MEETING OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
COMMON COUNCIL
JULY 3, 2023
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Street Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:  Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, and Aaron Gurley answered roll call.  Elton Marzon, Mike Daubenspeck and Eli Bridges were not present.  Also present was City Attorney, Julie Newhouse.

PUBLIC HEARING:  North Washington Street Annexation – Mayor Pavey opened the public hearing for questions or comments.  Junior Williams asked what area this property was located.  Pavey said it is north of 11th to 16th Street.  It includes the retention pond.  There were no other questions or comments.  Berkemeier moved to close the public hearing.  Bridges seconded the motion.  The public hearing was closed.

MINUTES:  Berkemeier moved to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2023 meeting as presented.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Pavey gave the following report:
1. Congratulations to Mr. Hadley upon his retirement as principal from the high school and his new position with the University of Indianapolis maintenance crew.
2. Kelby Roberts, one of former interns, was named the President of the State FFA.
3. This year’s fair went smoothly this year.
4. Bob Bridges was awarded the Exceptional Service Award from the Indiana School Resource Association for District 10. 
5. Tomorrow we will have a parade, car show, and after 9 p.m. fireworks.
6. On the 7th the area downtown around Pizza King will be closed off for Pizza King to have their 50th anniversary celebration.
7. Our third concert is July 15.

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  Copley reminded the departments that it is 3 weeks until the meeting with the DLGF for the 2024 budget.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Council President Berkemeier offered congratulations to Bridges and Roberts for achieving their special awards.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READi Designation –  
Community Center – The ground-breaking estimate is July 20th.
· Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Council – Junior Williams thanked the City for their help with the Juneteenth celebration.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
Street – Assistant Superintendent Owens reported that they built and painted 35 barricades for the parade and car show.  They also painted curbs downtown and swept the parade route.  

We did not receive any major storm damage.

Fire – Chief Justice said they are doing the finishing touches to the station remodel.  The baby box is installed.

We will be conducting interviews Thursday.

Police – We should be getting our new police car soon.  Officer Campbell has begun the task of getting the old car ready to go to auction.

The police department and sheriff departments will have our annual joint golf outing August 19 in Connersville.  Proceeds will be split 50/50. We are still asking for sponsors or players.

Animal – Director Hanna said they purchased an engraving machine for pet IDs, microchips will be free to the community.  

They will be trapping cats this week in the area of 7th Street and Arthur.   

54 cats are scheduled for spay/neutering.

The shelter will be closed on the 13th from 11:30-12:30 to help with summer camp.

Mayor Pavey informed Council that the Board of Works accepted the resignation of Chuck and Gina Jenkins.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. INDOT/CCMG Update
Sign & Post Scope Contract Changes – We met with the State on changing the scope of the project.  
CCMG
2021-2  8th Street punch list – Wrapping up.
2022-1 Hunt Road Culvert - Closed out.  
2022-2 15th Street Parking and Sexton – July 10 to the end of September.  
2022-2 Willow Street Mill and Resurface – Water line installation is nearly complete.  

2. North Washington Street RFP Status – We have received 3 RFPs.  

NEW BUSINESS:
Real Estate
1. North Washington Property
Resolution 2023-8 Introduction of Fiscal Plan - Bridges moved to approve Resolution 2023-8.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
2. Ordinance 2023-6 – Amending Animal Control Ordinance – Director Hanna said this Ordinance merely clarifies some wording.  Berkemeier moved to approve Ordinance 2023-6.  Gurley seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

General
1. Resolution 2023-17 Support of Highway 3 as SS4A Project –Berkemeier made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-17.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

2. Code Enforcement – Revision of grass height violation limits -  It has been suggested that we change our ordinance on the height of grass/weeds to 8 inches instead of 10 due to the waiting period.  Newhouse will prepare the revised ordinance.

3. Resolution 2023-9 Updating of Claw Back/Reimbursement Policy for City Departments – We will wrap this up after budget time. 

4. Structural Changes (Critical Timing) - Mayor Pavey asked Council to be thinking about adjusting in some areas as to how we handle things that we don’t really enjoy talking about.  For instance, would it make sense instead of giving a ticket that we send a friendly reminder to do something. (parking on wrong side of street parking on sidewalk). There was some discussion as to how we handle repeat offenders and conversation regarding a city court.  

Chief Tucker said 4-5% of our calls are on ordinance violations which is often to the same one family.  He said we need to take a more punitive action.  He said the ability to issue a citation would be of value to us.  At a cost saving rather than what we are currently doing.  Tucker said currently they write a ticket and then give it to the clerk’s office for payment.  After the time period it is sent to the City Attorney for collection. We end up having to pay approximately $600.00 for a $25.00 ticket.
· Nuisance Ordinances
· Parking Ordinances
New Initiative –
By Complaint –
· Court – Local Agreement/City Court
· Retirement Announcements

CLAIMS AND MAY 2023 BANK RECONCILEMENT – Berkemeier moved to approve the claims and May 2023 bank reconciliation as presented.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried with Gurley abstaining from the vote and Mayor Pavey voting in favor of paying the claims and approving the bank reconciliation.

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  None.

[bookmark: _GoBack]ADJOURN: There was nothing further to come before Council; Berkemeier moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 7:01 p.m.
