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COMMON COUNCIL
JUNE 20, 2023
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Street Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:  Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Elton Marzon, and Mike Daubenspeck answered roll call.  Aaron Gurley and Eli Bridges were not present.  Also present was City Attorney, Julie Newhouse.

PUBLIC HEARING Covid 19 Supplemental - Tara Hagan was present to answer concerns regarding the Community Development Block Grant, Covid 19 Phase 3 Supplemental in the amount of $250,000.00. the money was distributed to 43 businesses.  The City of Rushville and Ara did not receive any comments.  There were no comments from the public at this public hearing.  Berkemeier moved to close the public hearing.  Daubenspeck seconded the motion.  The public hearing was closed.  

MINUTES: Daubenspeck moved to approve the minutes of the June 6, 2023 meeting as presented.  Marzon seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Pavey gave the following report:
1. Juneteenth was a very nice event.
2. Pavey received a letter from Mathew Smedley regarding the project status for the Whitewater East Fork Riverside Park project stating that they will continue the stream and wetland project.
3. He passed out a copy of projects we are working on and upcoming projects.

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  Clerk-Treasurer reminded Department Heads that their budgets are due this Friday.

Our budget workshop with the DLGF is July 19 @ 9:15 a.m.

Our first meeting in July will be on Monday, July 3rd.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Council President Berkemeier said he was impressed with the Juneteenth activities.  He said Councilman Marzon and Junior Williams did a good job.  He said it was a good community effort.
 
Berkemeier said there is new legislation coming up that will affect our tax caps over the next few years.  He said we will probably see more of a circuit breaker loss.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· Kyle Gardner Special Projects – Special Project Director Gardner gave the following report:
1. He is working with the Mayor and interns to keep communication open and keep the public informed.
2. READi Grant – We are focusing on the launch center.
3. Housing projects are moving along.
4. CCMG – We are trying to finish up current projects before we move on to something new.
5. Willkie Park is a future project for READi II
6. Working to make sure the City leases are up to date.
7. The interns have been updating the City web page.
8. Working with Economic Development in regard to employment needs, and available downtown real estate.
9. We are getting calls for the engraved bricks downtown.  
10. We continue our partnership with the Arts Council. 
· READi Designation
Community Center – Bids should come in by the 20th.
Diamond Pet Foods – Water Tower – They are getting ready to fabricate the top of the water tower. 
· Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Council – Councilman Marzon thanked the Mayor for attending and speaking at the Juneteenth celebration.  Approximately 100 people attended.  He also thanked the city departments and the Arts Council.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
Street – Superintendent Land said the Hunt Road project is completed.

We have some minor issues with 8th Street that will be addressed.

We Repaired a storm drain in Sugar Hill last week.

We are working on installing cameras in the parks.

Park – Assistant Director Jackley reported that things at the pool and splash pad are going well.

Richard Reed and Jackley have completed their 90 days.

We have 32 registrations for summer camp.  We could still use additional volunteers.

We have a new flower bed at South Veterans Park.  It is where the gazebo use to be.
We have a new native bed at the Overlook Park.

We have started on the swing set upgrade in all parks.  This includes mulch.

The Community Park garden is growing well and anyone is welcome to enjoy the produce.

Nature school will be every other week during the summer.

Jackley said she is hosting women for the land.  This is a part of soil and water program that takes place once a year. 

Fire – Chief Justice reported that the ambulance is in service there were some minor issues that we have taken care of.

Saturday, we had our agility and written test testing.  We will start interviewing.

There are 11 working days left to complete the building addition.

Police – Chief Tucker said they will have the written and agility testing this Saturday.  We have 3 applicants that will take part.

Saturday the cross country and track program will have a 5K. Some roads will be closed from 8:00-10:00.

We should receive our new car in the next couple of weeks.

Officer Parmerlee was awarded the VFW Officer of the Year Award.  

Utility – Superintendent Shook reported that the sewer project at the fire station is about 70% complete.

The water main on South Willow is about ½ way complete.

They have started going under the railroad track at the Diamond facility.  They have been delivering steel for the water tower.

We have received preliminary approval on the grant we applied for.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS: Councilman Bridges asked if there was a camera at the Veterans Bridge.  There have been large rocks removed from the riprap and is concerned about damages to the bridge.  Pavey said there are not any cameras at the bridge.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. INDOT/CCMG UPDATE
· Sign & Post – Scope & Contract Changes.
· CCMG
2021-2 8th Street Ph III – Wrapping up.
2022-1 Hunt Road Culvert – Final walk through was Thursday. 
2022-2 15th Street & Sexton – July 10 – September.
2022-2 Willow Street – Working on the water line installation. 

2. N Washington Street – RFP Status – This is on schedule.  RFP’s are due on the 30th.

NEW BUSINESS:
Real Estate
1. North Washington Property Annexation 
Public Hearing July 3
Resolution 2023-8 Fiscal Plan
Ordinance 2023-5 Annexation of Property
Rezoning of Property if Required 

2. Ordinance 2023-6 Amending Animal Control Ordinance – Reviewing.  

3. Resolution 2023-16 Adding Money Back to Appropriations – Bridges moved to approve Resolution 2023-6.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

General
1. Code Enforcement – Revision of grass height violation limits – We have been using 10 inches high to notify the owner.  We would like to move to 8 inches and then give 10 days for the owner to get the grass cut.

2. Resolution 2023-9 – Updating Claw Back Reimbursement Policy – We will start wrapping up. 

CLAIMS:  Bridges moved to approve the claims as presented.  Daubenspeck seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  Sandy Fussner said they are collecting money for fireworks. 

There will be a job fair tomorrow from 10:00-2:00.
 
There is a concert this Saturday.

ADJOURN:  There was nothing further to come before the Council; Berkemeier moved to adjourn.  Bridges seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

