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COMMON COUNCIL
MARCH 7, 2023
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Street Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.  

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL: Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Elton Marzon, and Mike Daubenspeck answered roll call.  Aaron Gurley and Eli Bridges were not present.  Also present was City Attorney, Julie Newhouse.

PUBLIC HEARING:  Additional Appropriations County EMS Fund – The meeting was opened for a public hearing for additional appropriations for the County Ems Fund.  There were no comments or questions. Bridges moved to close the public hearing.  Daubenspeck seconded the motion.  The public hearing was closed.

MINUTES:  Berkemeier made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 21, 2023 meeting as presented.  Marzon seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Pavey gave the following report: 
1. The Saint Patrick’s celebration is this weekend.  The parade is at 4:00 and the events begin at 5:30 p.m.
2. The Mayor’s 5K will be May 27.
3. Interviewed Riley Sheehan.  Riley will head up the intern program this summer.
4. We are contacting the fair board so we can get signatures for the land swap.
5. Removal of the grain bin should be complete by fall. 

CLERK-TRESURER’S REPORT:  Clerk- Treasurer Copley said she received bids from the local banks for a couple of short-term CD’s.  She was very pleased with the high bid of 4.84%. 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Nothing.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READi Designation  
Community Center – They continue trying to figure out the new market tax credit piece.
Diamond Pet Food – Progressing. 
· Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Council – June 17 Event – Councilman Marzon said the official title of the program is On the Hill a Rushville Juneteenth Celebration.    

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
Street – Superintendent Land said they helped the Park Department make repairs to playground equipment.

They removed boulders from Hodges Branch.

Moved a school bus shelter.
  
They are working with Indot on signage at 2nd & Perkins.

Fire – Chief Justice reported that Roger Brown will start March 13th.

Their new vehicle is in service.

The ambulance is painted.  They hope to have it delivered by the end of month.

The Board of Works accepted Matt Connolly’s retirement letter.

Police –Chief Tucker said Saturday at 4:00 is the Saint Patrick’s parade.  People will need to be patient with traffic.

Will have a quote on communication equipment by the end of the week

The Police Department and Sheriff Department will meet with Homeland Security to discuss civil unrest planning session.

Tucker will attend a mental health summit on Friday. 

Informed the Board of Works that the hiring process has concluded.  There were no viable applicants.

Utility – Superintendent Shook reported that he will be out of town next week.

Next week Reynolds will start putting in the foundation for the water tower.

We are obtaining easements for the Lift Station.

Park – Director Shaw reported that Board of Works approved Kathi Jackley as the Assistant Director.

The Board of Works approved Howard Storms to be a full-time employee.  We will be hiring a part-time employee soon.

Animal – Director Hanna said she thinks the feline outbreak has cleared.  They have new procedures to follow.  

The Board of Works approved Emily Deaton as the Assistant Director.  She will start next Monday.

Junior Williams asked what the ratio was of dogs and cats.  Hanna said currently it is 7 dogs and 9 cats.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS: None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. INDOT/CCMG Update –
· Main Street South of 4th Street – Nothing to report.  
· 2021-2 8th Street PH III – Will complete in the spring.
· 2022-1 Hunt Road Culvert – Gas Line Conflict – We are trying to get an update.
· 2022-2 15th Street & Sexton – Survey Staking Required – We will move forward.
· 2022-2 Willow Street Mill & Resurface – Notice went out today.  

NEW BUSINESS:
Fire/Rescue
1. Hiring Update – Chief Justice said that Colt Overbee will take his physical on the 17th.  
Matt Connolly’s retirement letter was approved.

The Board of Works approved to hire Duncan Cameron to replace Connolly.  His physical is scheduled for the 21st.  He won’t start until after April 19. 

2. Construction Status – The walls are up and the roof was put on today.   

3. Ordinance 2023-3 – Additional Appropriations – Berkemeier moved to approve Ordinance 2023-3.  Marzon seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Real Estate
4. North Washington – We revised the contract with the fair board.

5. Howell Annexation 
Public Hearing March 21, 2023
Ordinance 2023-1-

6. Petition for Voluntary Annexation McWhirt – 1105 N Spencer 
Resolution 2023-5 Introduction of Fiscal Plan - Berkemeier made a motion to introduce the petition for annexation.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

General
7. Parking Ordinance Update – We are making a couple of modifications.  It needs to go to legal for review.   

CLAIMS AND JANUARY 2023 BANK RECONCILEMENT – Marzon moved to approve the claims as presented and the January 2023 bank reconciliation.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  Nothing.

ADJOURN: There was nothing further to come before Council; Berkemeier moved to adjourn.  Bridges seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
