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COMMON COUNCIL
MARCH 21, 2023
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville, Indiana met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Street Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:  Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Elton Marzon, Aaron Gurley, and Eli Bridges answered roll call.  Mike Daubenspeck was not present.  Also present was City Attorney, Julie Newhouse.

PUBLIC HEARING:  Howell Property Petition for Annexation – The public hearing was opened to receive questions or comments from the public.  There were none.  Berkemeier moved to close the public hearing.  Marzon seconded the motion.  The public hearing was closed.

MINUTES:  Marzon moved to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2023 meeting as presented.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Pavey gave the following report:
1. Received a message from Joe Rathz stating they were looking for projects for the HYCA students.  He asked Director Shaw if he could use their help.  He said he could.
2. We have received notification of work on the stream wetland mitigation program south of the river on the west side.  They are currently in a 30-day comment period.  The design work will take about 3 months.  They anticipate that it will be under construction early next spring.

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  None.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Council President Berkemeier said he thought the St Patrick’s celebration went well.

Berkemeier said he will be out of town next week for vacation. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READi Designation
Community Center – signed another new market tax credit. 
Diamond Pet Foods –
· Diversity Equity and Inclusion Council 6/17/23 1:00-5:00 p.m.
a Juneteenth Celebration – Councilman Marzon and Junior Williams are working on the program.  Their will be a program, a block party, games, food truck, literature, and lots of music.
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
Street – Street Commissioner Land reported that the Army Corp of Engineers will be here tomorrow to do their annual inspection of the levee.

We have 3 unsafe trees to be removed Thursday weather permitting.

We are preparing to pour a concrete slab at the little league field for a set of bleachers.
 
Fire – Chief Justice reported that they are to do a final inspection of the ambulance on the 31st.

Due to the retirement of Matthew Connolly we have started testing for the positions of Captain and Lieutenant.

The baby box fundraiser started yesterday.

Roger Brown was sworn in during the Board of Works meeting.

Police - Chief Tucker said he attended the national association for mental illness conference.  This is an ongoing process for the crisis prevention team.  We will start seeing some proposed interlocal agreements and MOU’s to align with all of our goals.

The Board of Works awarded a quote for our communication equipment to VEI out of Vincennes.

We are focusing on lots of training.

We will be hosting a class on impaired drivers.

On one of our professional development days we will help the park department to install swings.

Park – Director Shaw gave the following report:
· Requested hiring Richard Reed full time and Justin Wright part-time.
· The previous pool manager will not be coming back due to taking accepting another full-time job.  Therefore, we need to hire someone.
· The downed light pole on Park Boulevard has been removed.
· We are working on a repair solution for the bridge in North Memorial Park.
· Repairs have been made on the amphitheater and bathrooms at Riverside Park.
· Mulch for under the swings will be delivered tomorrow.  We will also be replacing the damaged swings.
· The Park department will be the beneficiary of the Mayor’s 5K.
· Shaw asked permission to hire part-time help without bringing it to the Board at a meeting if within budget.   He will notify the Board by email.

Utility – Superintendent Shook reported the following;
· We thought we had a leak in the south wellfield line, but it turned out to be a leak in Shelby Materials well line.
· Last week the Board approved the replacement of the 2-inch water line on Willow between 9th & 10th Streets to a 4-inch water line to loop the system.
· We learned at last week’s conference the Indiana Finance Authority will be coming out with additional funding for the lead line inventory program.  They will not require a preliminary engineer report.  We will need to meet the median household income requirements.
· Construction on the new water tower has not started.  They are anticipating it will begin early to mid-April

Animal – They are working on TNR’s. 
They received a $5.000.00 donation Gary Fussner.
 
CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS: Sandy Fussner said the alley behind the library exiting onto Morgan is in need of repairs.

She also said she had received a complaint regarding parking along Main on the West side between 1st & 2nd.  They are requesting it be marked for customer parking.  Chief Tucker said he thought this would be in the state jurisdiction.  He will check. 

Fussner said Senator Leising, Rep Criswell, and Rep Patterson will be at City Hall on April 1st from 9:00-10:30.  The public is invited.

On April 20 at noon the Chamber will host their annual pizza party for the RPD, RFD, Street and Park Departments.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. INDOT/CCMG Update – No movement.
· Main Street South of 4th Street 
· 2021-2 8th Street 
· 2022-1 Hunt Road Culvert – Gas Line Conflict 
· 2022-2 15th Street & Sexton – Survey/Staking Required 
· 2022-20 Willow Street Mill & Resurface – Coordinate with new water line below the new road surface between 9th & 10th Streets.
Bid opening April 4, 2023 

NEW BUSINESS:
Fire/Rescue –
1. Construction Status – They are moving in the heating and plumbing equipment.  They anticipate completion in July. 

Real Estate
2. North Washington Street – Move Forward 
· Russell Brown – Marked up/Updates
· Revise Contract - @ Fair Board 

3. Voluntary Annexation Howell Property –
· Resolution 2023-4 – Introduction of Fiscal Plan – Berkemeier moved to approve Resolution 2023-4.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
· Ordinance 2023-1 – Annexation of Property –

4. Petition for Voluntary Annexation McWhirt 1105 N Spencer
· Public Hearing April 18, 2023 
· Resolution 2023-5 Introduction of Fiscal Plan 
· Ordinance 2023-3 Annexation of Property 

GENERAL

5. Ordinance 2023-4 Amend Parking Ordinance – A copy of the ordinance was presented for review.

6. ARI Resolution 2023-6 – RDA Joint Agreement - Marzon moved to approve Resolution 2023-6.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Virgil Bremmer will represent Rushville City and Rush County.  

CLAIMS:  Marzon moved to approve the claims as presented.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried with Gurley abstaining from the vote.

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  None.

ADJOURN:  There was nothing further to come before Council; Bridges moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
 
