MEETING OF THE CITY OF RUSHVILLE, INDIANA
COMMON COUNCIL
FEBRUARY 21, 2023
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:  Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Elton Marzon, Mike Daubenspeck, and Eli Bridges answered roll call.  Aaron Gurley was not present.  Also present was Julie Newhouse, City Attorney.

MINUTES:  Daubenspeck moved to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2023 meeting as presented.  Marzon seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Pavey gave the following report:
1. We have had several meetings on Diamond.  We have been negotiating on the amount of dirt coming off the site and how the electric supply is coming onto the site.  
2. Last week we met on the CBAB master program.
3. We met with the ECDC on the SSI Program.
4. Department head evaluations have been completed.
5. Received notification from INDOT regarding our Title 6 and ADA transition plan. We need to give a voluntary commitment letter by June 17. 
6. We will know tomorrow if we are going to be awarded the grain bin grant.
7. We had an exit interview today with Sheehan.
8. Chuck Jenkins is working on a defibrillator installation for City Hall.
9. Tomorrow we have a rural housing meeting.
10. Fire Department interviews will take place on Thursday.
11. We are one of the presenters at the annual water & sewer conversation district meeting.
12. Tomorrow we have a meeting on 4th Street parking.
13. We have a meeting with the Library to talk about the use of that facility. 
14. We need to keep on our radar the sidewalks on Main Street and the trees popping up.
15. It has been requested to limit the speed limit near the construction zone for Diamond.  There will be lots of trucks going through the area moving dirt. 
16. We have a markup for N Washington Street to go to the Fair Board for approval.

CLERK-TREASURER’S REPORT:  Copley asked Council for approval to write off 2-year old checks. Bridges made a motion to write off the 2-year old checks as presented.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Nothing.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READi Designation
Community Center – They are preparing to transfer the inventory out of the building.
Diamond Pet Foods – Dirt will start moving sometime in March.  Reynolds will break ground March 6th for the water tower.
· Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Council – Marzon said they will be announcing a Juneteenth Celebration scheduled for June 17th.  

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
Street – Commissioner Land said they removed trees at Sexton Street for the parking lot.

Recycling fees were up a little in January.

Fire – The Board of Works approved the contract for the baby box.   

They have purchased the pick-up truck and are putting in the equipment.

They have been notified by INPRS that Roger Brown has passed all testing.  He will get a start date from the clerk’s office.

Police – Chief Tucker reported that they held testing Saturday.  Nine applicants showed up and 3 passed the testing.  We have asked those 3 individuals to spend the day with the department on Thursday.

All radar units have been recertified.
   
Park – The application period for the full-time laborer closes tomorrow.  We will sort through the applications and narrow them down to be interviewed.
  
We continue to work on the storm damaged equipment.  

We are working on the west side park.

We have started the hiring process for the pool.
  
We met with the Little League and Park Board to discuss the Little League contract.  

The Street Department completed pads for corn hole.

We will be taking steps to remove the title of “interim” from Kathy Jackley and make her the Assistant Director.
 
We saved several hundred dollars from the Park budget by getting donated items.

The pool roof is completed.  Riverside Park will get repairs made next week.

Animal – Director Hanna said they received 12 applications. They will move forward with interviews next week.

We are putting a camper shell on our truck.

The cat sickness continues to be an issue.

The shelter is having a t-shirt fund raiser.  The shirts are $15.00 and will benefit the cat neuter program.

Utilities – Superintendent Shook reported that they will put in a 12-inch water main along with a 12-inch valve at the Diamond location.  

Located the water main at 15th & Sexton.  It is clear as far as water and sewer.

Due to an INDOT project on US 52 east the water company is going to have to relocate a water main.

Shook sent an email regarding the issues with the water main and sewer at Work One.  They are making repairs.

Today we had a water main break at the 1300 block of Spencer.  Some of the residents on Spencer were on a water alert.

The wells were tested in December.  A couple were slightly off.  They were cleaned last week.  They are now in good shape.  
 
CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  Councilman Berkemeier reported that he was contacted by a resident living at the new subdivision on 16th & Spencer.  The complaint was concerning the area being muddy and messy.  Berkemeier said he went to the location and didn’t think it looked too bad due to the consideration that it is under construction.   Mayor Pavey talked to Joyner about what they expect when they go into a subdivision.  He said they try to make sure it is on the high end.  The HOA looked at the area and didn’t see too much of an issue.  The group will dictate what happens.
 
Berkemeier also said he was approached by 3 people that were concerned about speeding cars along the elementary school. 
  
Brian Sheehan presented a bit of City trivia regarding time served by elected officials.  Bill Goins served on Council the longest.  He was followed by Councilman John Byrne, Bob Bridges, and Brian Sheehan. However, the longest serving elected official is Ann Copley. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. INDOT/CCMG Update 
· 2021-2 – 8th Street –
· 2022-1 Hunt Road Culvert – There is a delay with the project due to an issue with a gas line. 
· 2022-2 15th Street and Sexton – Trees have been removed in this area. 
· 2022-2 Willow Street Mill and Resurface –

NEW BUSINESS:
Fire/Rescue Department –
1. Interview Schedule – The Board of Works will hold interviews tomorrow.   
2. Construction Status – They should be able to start putting up steel beams this week, then walls will start going up.  
Justice said he met with Ron Jarman regarding communication updates for the new construction.

Real Estate
3. North Washington – We are moving forward.

4. Voluntary Annexation Howell Property 
Public hearing – 2nd meeting In March.
Resolution – 2023-4 –
Ordinance – 2023-1

5. Petition for Voluntary Annexation McWhirt – 1105 N Spencer-
They have agreed to be annexed and returned paperwork today.
Resolution 2023-5 
Public Hearing –
Ordinance 2023-3
 

General
6. Parking Ordinance Update – We have several issues to review.

CLAIMS:  Berkemeier moved to approve the claims as presented.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE:  None.

ADJOURN:  There was no further business to come before Council; Berkemeier moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m.
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