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COMMON COUNCIL
DECEMBER 20, 2022
6:00 P.M.												

CALL TO ORDER:  The Common Council of the City of Rushville met on the above date and time at 330 North Main Street Suite 200 Rushville, Indiana.  Mayor Pavey called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The Pledge to the Flag was recited by those present.

PRAYER:  Council President Berkemeier led those present in prayer.

ROLL CALL:  Bob Bridges, Brad Berkemeier, Elton Marzon, and Eli Bridges answered roll call.  Mike Daubenspeck and Aaron Gurley were not present.  Also present was City Attorney, Julie Newhouse.

PUBLIC HEARING: Blight Clearance Program Grant – Tara Hagan announced that on or about December 22, 2022 the City of Rushville will apply for a CDBG Grant for improvement to blighted property.  The grant is for the removal of grain bins located at 337 W 4th Street.  The requested amount of funds is $455,111.00.  The amount of City funds will be $56,889.00.

Mayor Pavey received 5 letters of support for the project.  There were also comments on the City’s Facebook page in favor of removal of the bins.  Hagan asked the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer if they had received any other comments or questions.  They did not.  Hagan then asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.  Benham Connolly said Richard Malcom recently purchased the building that adjoins this property.  He said Malcom has a lot to gain by this project.  Connolly asked if any of the grant funding would go towards Malcom’s property.  Mayor Pavey said these funds would not make any improvements to Malcom’s property.

Berkemeier moved to close the public hearing.  Marzon seconded the motion.  The public hearing was closed.

MINUTES:  Marzon moved to approve the minutes of the December 6, 2022 meeting as presented.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Pavey reported the following:
1. We are in the process of taking applications for the Park Director position.  The deadline to receive applications is December 31.
2. We met today with EIRPC several representatives were present. They were here to discuss highway projects. There was a total of 4 projects discussed. INDOT eliminated the highway 70 project.  The others were prioritized with the first being Highway 3.  We are in a holding pattern until they meet again.  

CLERK-TREASUER’S REPORT:  Clerk-Treasurer Copley asked Council to consider Resolution 2022-25 Authorizing the Application for Blight Clearance Program Grant – Berkemeier moved to approve Resolution 2022-25.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

Copley asked Department Heads to have their final claims in by noon on the 27th.  She asked for 3 volunteers to approve the docket on the 29th.  Berkemeier and Bridges volunteered. 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Council President Berkemeier wished everyone a Merry Christmas.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· READi Designation  - All documentation is in place for market credits. 
Community Center –
Diamond Pet Foods – Letter approved & submitted.
· Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Council – Nothing to report.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 
Fire – Assistant Chief Green reported that there was a fire Thursday.  37 firefighters were available to fight the fire.  15 of the firefighters were from the City.  

The Board of Works approved to open the hiring process.

Police – Chief Tucker reported that the Board of Works approved to open the hiring process.  

Officer Procelll will begin classes at the Indiana Police Academy on January 4th.

Street – Commissioner Miller said they are getting ready for the cold weather and snow.

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COMMENTS:  None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. INDOT/CCMG Update:  
· Main Street -South of 4th Street – The paving will not get done this year.
· 8th Street 2021-2 Phase III – They are done for the winter.
· 2022-1 Hunt Road – The culvert has not been delivered.
· 2022-2 15th Street & Sexton – We have been notified that we will be awarded funds for this project.
· 2022-2 Willow Street Resurfacing – We have been notified that we will be awarded funds for this project.

2. Fiber Board Meeting – Hospital – Ron Jarman is trying to coordinate a fiber board meeting. 

3. Fiber Easement – Path to Commerce Park & Diamond Infrastructure.  The attorneys are working on an easement that will extend up to 300.

4. Fuel Bid Award – Bridges moved to accept the fuel bid from Co-Alliance Cooperative, Inc.  Berkemeier seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Ordinance 2022-30 Recertifying Legislative Body Districts – Berkemeier moved to approve Ordinance 2022-30.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

2. Ordinance 2022-31 Utility Salary Ordinance – Berkemeier moved to approve Ordinance 2022-31.  Marzon seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

3. Ordinance 2022-9 Authorizing Execution of INDOT Agreement CCMG & LPA –Berkemeier moved to reaffirm that Ordinance 2022-9 is good through the end of this year.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

4. Resolution 2023-X -City Council Meeting Schedule Notice of Public Meetings – Mayor Pavey explained that this would be a 2-part resolution with a schedule.  We would have regular meetings and work sessions.  This will give a little flexibility.  We will prepare a resolution for next year.

5. 2023 Appointments –
· BZA – Jr Williams - 
· APC – City Council – Brad Berkemeier - Berkemeier moved to appoint Councilman Bridges to the APC Board.  Marzon seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
Mayor’s – Jeff Houser, Shaun Adkins 

6. Waste Management Letter – We received a letter stating that our fees will increase, but they did not tell us how much.

7. Retirement – Jemmy Miller – The Board of Works accepted the retirement resignation from Jemmy Miller.  Miller served the City for 29 years.  25 of those years were working at the street department.   He will return this coming spring to take the position of grounds keeper.

CLAIMS AND NOVEMBER 2022 BANK RECONCILIATION – Berkemeier moved to approve the claims and November 2022 bank reconciliation as presented.  Bridges seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

ITEMS NOT KNOWN IN ADVANCE – None.

ADJOURN: There was nothing further to come before Council; Berkemeier moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
