CITY OF RUSHVILLE

133 West 15t Street
Rushville, Indiana 46173
(765) 932-3735

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF THE RUSHVILLE

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
December 28, 2016
7:00P.M.

Call to Order: The Rushville Board of Zoning Appeals met on the above date and time at the Rushville Council
Chambers at 270 West |5th Street, Rushville, Indiana. President Ross Winters called the meeting to order at
7:04P.M.

ROLL CALL: Joe Rathz, Phil Brashaber, Jeff Houser, Ross Winters, Jack Harmon, Grant Reeves, Shelly Wakefield
and Carmen Clark.

MINUTES: Jack made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 26, 2016 meeting. Phil seconded the
motion. All in favor with the exception of Jeff. He abstained from voting. He had not read the minutes prior to the
meeting. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:
President Ross Winters swore in all audience members and petitioners speaking at the meeting.

Variance:

BZA2016-040 - Rush AIC Recovery Housing, Inc., is seeking a use variance from Article Ill, Section B of the
Rushville Zoning Ordinance. The proposed use of the house is for participants in Rush County’s drug court
program to use as safe, drug-free housing. There can be up to four (4) individuals residing at the house at the same
time. These unrelated individuals would live in the house as roommates, usually for 3 months or less. The address
is 430 N. Harrison Street and the property is zoned R-1, Single Family Residential.

Phil Caviness, Rush County Prosecutor, spoke to the Board regarding the not-for-profit program. He stated that it
is a small, very selective program. He said he has prosecuted over 1000 for drug-related offenses. There are only 6
in the program now. There are no child molesters admitted into the program. He said these offenders have no
safe place to go. It is difficult to find a landlord or suitable housing for 30 days or so at a time. He informed board
members that the individuals will be drug tested 5 times per week and are GPS monitored. They have to have
permission to go on the porch. The police chief will make visits. There will be no signage and the house will be
renovated to look nice. There is no staff person living on site. There are cameras that are monitored on site. They
have a curfew. They are required to live or work in Rush County.



The definition of a family from the zoning ordinance was read to the board. Shelly stated that is why they need a
use variance. Joe informed the board that they received approval from the Historic Board.

Public Hearing:

Elaina Bowling and father Alfred Bowling, 223 W. 5 Street, are concerned because she lives alone. She works
nights and comes home at 3:30 in the morning. Elaina stated that her mother-in-law was a drug counselor and said
10 out of 10 will relapse. She stated there are children in the neighborhood. She feels he is opening a revolving
door for people to buy drugs somehow.

Phil responded that he understands how they feel. This program is voluntary. There may or may not be anyone
living in the house. He informed them that these individuals will be meeting with many professionals on a regular
basis. They are required to meet with case workers, chief of police Meridian Health professionals, judges and the
Community Corrections Director. It is a very selective program. They can’t have committed any crimes of
violence, sex crimes, robbery, or burglary.

Gay Evans — 222 W. 5" Street & 501 N. Harrison Street, said she walked the neighborhood and asked people and
no one wants this. She feels this should not be in a residential area. She said there are too many children playing.
She stated you can’t guarantee nothing would happen. She wants the children protected.

Jeff made a motion to close the public hearing. Phil seconded the motion.

There was a discussion regarding a question of property owner notification. It was decided that staff would verify
notices and add additional if needed.

Joe made a motion to table for a month. Jeff seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

BZA2016-041- Rush Memorial Hospital is seeking a development standards variance from Article Ill, Section B,
4b (jii) for the rear yard setback of twenty feet (20’) to five (5) feet. The property is located at 1230 N. Main
Street and is zoned R-1, Single Family Residential.

Rick Peters, Maintenance Director for RMH spoke regarding the RMH Foundation property. He stated they want
to put a bus stop passenger shelter on the alley. They don’t want to lose any parking. There was questions
regarding whether any use variances for commercial purposes were obtained. Attorney Grant Reeves said he
contacted the County Attorney Leigh Morning asking if a use variance or a rezone had been obtained. She did not
believe there had been. Leesa King, property owner to the south of RMH Foundation stated there had never been
a variance.

Joe made a motion to table the petition until the next meeting on January 25 at 7:00pm. Jeff seconded the motion.
Audience members were told they could speak now or come back to the next meeting. They said they would
return to the next meeting. The public hearing was not closed. All members were in favor of tabling BZA2016-041
until the next meeting. Motion carried.

2017 Meetings = Phil made a motion to approve the schedule of the 2017 Board of Zoning Appeals meetings. Jeff
seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

REPORTS:
Attorney: None.

Consultant: Shelly informed the Board there are issues with the Zoning Ordinance. We will be looking into
allowing for conditional use variances as well as other things to be considered.



ADJOURNMENT: Jeff made a motion. Phil seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:03 P.M.
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