CITY OF RUSHVILLE

133 West 15t Street
Rushville, Indiana 46173
(765) 932-3735

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF THE RUSHVILLE
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

May 24, 2017
7:00P.M.

Call to Order: The Rushville Board of Zoning Appeals met on the above date and time at the Rushville Council
Chambers at 270 West |5th Street, Rushville, Indiana. President Phil Brashaber called the meeting to order at 7:02
P.M.

ROLL CALL: Phil Brashaber, Jack Harmon, Jeff Houser, Joe Rathz, and Ross Winters.

Attorney Grant Reeves, Attorney Tammy Davis, Consultant Shelly Wakefield and Deputy Director Carmen Clark
were also in attendance.

MINUTES: Jeff questioned the wording of the height of the billboard. Jeff stated it should be the height is 24 feet
to the bottom of the sign for 17-V-06. Jeff made a motion to approve the corrected April 26™ minutes. Joe
seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.

Grant Reeves takes a seat in the audience. Attorney Tammy Davis is present with the Board of
Zoning Appeals.

OLD BUSINESS:

Variance:

17-V-06 = The applicant, Indiana Motor Lodge of Columbus, Indiana LP dba Sprague Outdoor, is seeking a
variance from Article X of the Zoning Ordinance for an off-premise sign. The property is located at 802 S. State
Road 3.

President Phil Brashaber asked that anyone present that wishes to speak please stand and be sworn in.

Petitioner Rick Sprague, Indiana Motor Lodge, Columbus, Indiana spoke to the board regarding the billboard. He
informed the board that there is 18 years left on the lease. Joe asked if he would give a commitment as a part of
the approval process to remove at the end of the 18 year lease. Rick stated he possibly would do that. Phil if it
would be 24 feet to the bottom of the sign. Rick stated that yes it would be. It is 12 or |3 feet to the bottom now.
He said there would not be a ladder with the new sign. He stated there had been vandalism by teens in the past.
Rick said it would be farther back from the intersection so it would be safer.

Public Hearing:
George and Sarah Yazel are adjacent property owners. George stated they do not want the sign there. He said it
would be too close to his property.



John McCane, 102 E. 7 Street, Rushville. John feels the City of Rushville made new rules against billboards. They
do not want them. He stated there was never a variance issued but that it wasn’t the owner’s fault. He stated the
billboard does not meet the overlay to the City of Rushville. He felt there are alternative. John is not opposed to
billboards just not at this location. John said he felt it is honorable to move it after 18 years but who would
remember to remove.

Heather Meckes, owner of adjacent property, Herdrich Alliance LP. Heather stated she could not speak as
eloquently as John did. She feels they should find another location.

Rick said his wife grew up around Rushville and has been coming here for years. He felt |8 years is not a long time.
He wants the city to grow.

Public Hearing closed.

Ross inquired if the billboard had a proper ILP. Joe stated yes Rick had produced an ILP. Joe stated that it is an
illegal non-conforming use. Joe stated if the board denies it and it could stay. Jack stated that Mr. Sprague bought 6
billboards and they weren’t in the city limits. Jack said the board would be setting a precedent. There are
neighbors here tonight to remonstrate. Jeff said he still opposes it. Jeff feels it is very clear the board should not
allow this. Jeff feels this was put up illegally. Jack stated he has no right to say illegally. It has a valid permit. Jack
stated there was 3 criteria before the board. It does not comply with the zoning ordinance, with the corridor
overlay or with the comprehensive plan. Jack said that the testimony tonight that it would adversely affect them.

Joe made a motion to deny 17-V-06 because condition #2 and #3. It does adversely affect surrounding property
owners. There is no practical difficulty. They can still use the sign. It does not comply with the 2014
Comprehensive Plan. Jeff seconded the motion. All in favor to deny 17-V-06. Motion to deny carried.

Attorney Tammy Davis leaves and Grant Reeves takes his seat with the Board of Zoning Appeals.
New Business:

17-V-08: Wanda and Paul Copley, are requesting a variance for a side yard setback of 4 feet from the required 10
feet for a front porch addition. The address is 626 W. 6™ Street and the property is zoned R-1, Single Family
Residential. The Copley’s are requesting a variance to build a front porch. They stated the porch they have now
was built poorly and is not safe. Mr. Copley is a disabled veteran and has fallen. It will not encroach on the
neighbor’s property. Wanda stated that the neighbors are happy they are building it. Mrs. Copley said this will look
more like a deck with a roof. There will be wider steps with at side hand rail.

Public Hearing: None.

Jack made a motion to approve |7-V-08 based on all three criteria being met. Jeff seconded the motion. All in
favor. Motion carried.

REPORTS:

Deputy Director: None.

Attorney: None.

Consultant: None.

ADJOURNMENT: Joe made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jeff seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at
7:47 P.M.
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