CITY OF RUSHVILLE

133 West 15t Street
Rushville, Indiana 46173
(765) 932-3735

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF THE RUSHVILLE

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
April 26, 2017
7:00P.M.

Call to Order: The Rushville Board of Zoning Appeals met on the above date and time at the Rushville Council
Chambers at 270 West |5th Street, Rushville, Indiana. President Phil Brashaber called the meeting to order at 7:02
P.M.

ROLL CALL: Phil Brashaber, Jack Harmon, Jeff Houser, Joe Rathz, Tammy Davis, Shelly Wakefield and Carmen
Clark.

Absent: Ross Winters and Grant Reeves.

MINUTES: Jeff made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 22, 2017 meeting and the April 12, 2017
Advisory Plan Commission/Board of Zoning Appeals Work Session. Jack seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion
carried.

OLD BUSINESS:
Variance:
17-V-06 = The applicant, Indiana Motor Lodge of Columbus, Indiana LP dba Sprague Outdoor, is seeking a

variance from Article X of the Zoning Ordinance for an off-premise sign. The property is located at 802 S. State
Road 3.

President Phil Brashaber asked that anyone present that wishes to speak please stand and be sworn in.

Petitioner Rick Sprague spoke on behalf of JR Promotions, owner of the billboard. Rick stated he had an agreement
with the land owner that he would move the billboard to make it easier for Casey’s. He gave the board a copy of
the original ILP approved by Bill Todd in 2003. Rick plans to move the billboard to the southwest corner of the
property. It will be 24 feet tall from the bottom of the sign and better quality. It will be able to withstand | 15 mph
winds. That meets the new standards.

Carmen researched the records at the county APC office. There were no variances applied for or approved for
the billboard. There also was not a file for the ILP that was issued.

Jeff asked if he will be getting rid of the billboard. Rick stated no | did not say that. Rick is trying to be a good
neighbor. Casey’s will be increasing the tax base. Jeff stated that his problem with the billboard is that it is
expressly stated in Article 10 Section | of the Zoning Ordinance that it is prohibited. Jeff stated the sign should
never have been allowed. Rick said it will be better than what is already there. It will make it safer. It will improve
the area. Jeff stated he respectfully disagrees. Joe stated that property values are in the eye of the beholder.
Attorney Tammy Davis stated that if they meet the criteria then you have to issue the variance.

Joe stated that |. It is not injurious, 2. It is hard to determine property values. It is in the eye of the beholder. The
adjoining property owners are not here. 3. The strict application of the ordinance is self-imposed by Casey’s.



Tammy state it is Casey’s burden not Rick’s. Phil stated he felt moving the billboard back is a beautification. It is a
better view. Jeff said in the spirit of the comp plan that he disagrees. Rick stated he would work with them. He
would remove the billboard completely after the 18 year lease is up. He is willing to do this if it helps with the
approval. Jack stated the |0 feet of extra height would be better. It would be less ground clutter. Joe stated it
could be approved contingent on removal after the 18 year lease is up and put lighting restrictions also. Jeff stated
if you read in the minutes Mr. Yazel does not like the lights. Jack said this is a different petition and there are no
remonstrators.

Public Hearing: John McCane, Rush County ECDC Director- he stated that there is a direct effort by the City in
this issue. They do not want them here. They did not want them then and they do not want them now. He did not
feel this would set a good precedent if you allow them to move the billboard.

Joe stated Casey’s knew the billboard was there when they purchased the land. Rick stated most companies would
not be willing to remove the billboard. It is his business. John asked the board to not support the move.

Phil stated the public discussion was closed.

Jeff moved that we do not approve the request to move the sign. |. Due to his understanding of the comp plan and
the spirit of the gateway plan. 2. The use and value of the nearby area would be affected. 3. And the strict
application of the ordinance. President Phil Brashaber stated that the motion failed without a second.

Jack made a motion to approve 17-V-06 with the stipulation that the agreement it will be removed 18 years from
tonight and that it meets the low level use of lighting from Article 5 of the Zoning Ordinance. Phil seconded the
motion. President Phil Brashaber asked for a hand vote. Jack and Phil voted Aye. Joe and Jeff voted Nay. Motion
does not pass.

Variance 17-V-06 was tabled until the next meeting on May 24 at 7:00pm.

17-V-07 = Casey’s Marketing Company has withdrawn their petition to request a variance for a side yard setback.
New Business:

None.

REPORTS:

Deputy Director: None.

Attorney: Not present.

Consultant: None.

ADJOURNMENT: Jeff made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Joe seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:12 P.M.
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Carmen Clark, Deputy Director



