
PARK & RECREATION BOARD 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2000 

6:30 P.M. 
 

Call To Order: The Parks & Recreation Board met on the above date and time in the Council 
Chambers, 270 W. 15th Street, Rushville.  Members present were Roy Bartlett, 
George Coons, Wilma Jo Kile, and Tim Shuppert.  Jack Harmon was absent.  Also 
present was Parks Director Danny Mathews; Mayor Robert M. Bridges; Attorney 
Paul Barada; Secretary Carla Sharpe and Pool Manager Debbie Alspaugh. 

 
 The board welcomed new board member Tim Shuppert who succeeds Greg 

Raike. 
 
Minutes: Minutes of July 11, 2000 was presented for approval.  Kile moved to approve 

minutes with the correction of one item under Claims.  Kile stated that in the 
minutes it stated that Coons and Bartlett reviewed the claims and that should 
have been Coons and Harmon.  Minutes were corrected.  Shuppert seconded.  
Motion carried. 

 
Reports: Mathews reported: 
  

Personnel – Friday was Jason Bowling and Wylie Coon’s last day.  Mathews has 
extended Chris Philpot’s stay for 8 more weeks. 

 
Facilities – Mathews reported that due to yesterday’s storms some of our 
playground equipment was destroyed.  There was no way to save them.  The 
insurance company was called and there was no coverage on the destroyed 
items.  He has checked the Non Revert Fund Budget and in Equipment there is 
$8,424.67.  After checking prices on playground equipment he has found a 
double swing for $531.00 and a curly slide installed for $7,000. 
Mayor Bridges questioned the two slides behind the Police Department. 
After further discussion, Kile moved to purchase the new double swingset 
immediately and put one of the slides from Police Department in N. Veterans 
Memorial Park and also to purchase a curly slide for Laughlin Park and have it 
installed, and to put the other slide from the PD in Community Park.  Bartlett 
seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Programs – Mathews reported that there will be Music in the Park on Sunday, 
August 13th at 3:00 P.M. in S. Veterans Memorial Park behind the Park 
Restaurant.  This is free to the public.  Three bands featured:  Carfax Abby, Fear 
the Fire and Monarch.  Everyone is to bring a lawn chair or a blanket and the 
Park Restaurant will sell pop and sack lunches.  This is all sponsored by the 
Rushville Parks Department. 
Board felt this was a wonderful idea.  Flyers have been distributed.   
Mathews stated that since he has set this up more bands have called and are 
interested in doing this as well.  Board felt to have this once a month if possible 
and see how it goes. 
 
Other – Mathews stated that we have had a lot of nice trees destroyed due to 
the bad weather.  Kile stated that she feels we need to start a replanting 
program. 

 
Claims: Kile and Shuppert reviewed claims prior to meeting.  Kile moved to approve the 

claims for the month.  Shuppert seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Claims  
Continued: Sharpe presented a claim for Mark Hackler for Music in the Park on August 13th 

for $500.00, which will pay for three bands.  Kile moved to approve claim for 
$500.00.  Shuppert seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Old Business: Pool Manager Alspaugh handed out the Waggener Community Pool Daily 

Attendance sheets for 2000.  In 25 days the pool has been opened there have 
been 11,099 in attendance at the pool.  The average attendance for these 25 
days has been 218 people.  The pool has only been closed 4 days due to 
weather conditions. 
Alspaugh stated that the paper work in 1997 showed the average daily 
attendance to be 129. 
 
Gridley stated he received a Thank You note from the Library concerning the free 
swim for the reading program this summer. 
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Alspaugh informed board that the pool had their worst accident yesterday.  A kid 
was doing a back dive off the board and cut his eye.  The child went to the 
hospital with his mother.  The guards did a great job handling this and all went 
well for the first accident. 

 
Alspaugh then went over the Waggener Community Pool’s Total Receipts for 
2000.  The total average ticket receipts were $338.00 and the total average 
concession receipts were $219.13. 

 
Alspaugh stated that the pool parties have been a big success and that they 
have been booked.  Only two days left open in August.  She suggested raising 
the pool party prices for next year from $100 to $150.  Board agreed and this 
will be discussed next year. 

 
Mathews thanked Alspaugh and her staff for cleaning the pool yesterday due to 
the storm.  It was a mess, staff worked hard and were able to open on time. 

 
Discuss Swimming Pool Closing – It was decided to open the pool on the 
weekends only until Labor Day.  With all lifeguards going back to college or 
school they will be unable to work through the week.  The pool will remain open 
on the weekends only until Labor Day but will not be open Labor Day Weekend 
due to no staffing.  On Saturdays the pool will be open from 12 noon to 5 pm 
and on Sundays from 1 pm to 5 pm. 
Alspaugh stated she may be short on concession people on the weekends and 
the board agreed to take turns if necessary. 

 
Gridley questioned the lap swimmers.  Alspaugh said that they have had 2 lap 
swimmers.  Hasn’t been well attended. 
Alspaugh stated that if this program is continued next year she would request 
the ropes be bought for the lap lanes. 

 
Coons questioned the process to close the pool and what all needed to be done.  
Mathews stated that Spears will be called and they will walk us through this.   
Shuppert stated that we should sign a maintenance contract with Spears and 
they will close and re-open.  Get this in writing and then we will have a checklist. 

  Bartlett suggested video taping it the first time.   
Shuppert stated that everything should have adhesive tags on things as to what 
they are and what they do. 
 

  Budget – Sharpe discussed the present budget cuts that have been made. 
  Pool figures were discussed. 

Boys/Girls Club Donation was discussed.  Board feels we should set down with 
Boys/Girls Club Board and discuss this with them as to what we want to do next 
year. 
Board asked Mathews to get facts and figures together, see if these cuts can be 
made and Mathews and Gridley will attend next Council meeting to explain what 
money is needed to fund the pool next year. 

 
The skate park was discussed.  Board feels this is still an important issue and will 
wait Kent Clark’s figures. 

 
New Business: 

 
  There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 
 
            
JOHN GRIDLEY, PRESIDENT   JACK HARMON, VICE PRESIDENT 
 
            
ROY BARTLETT, MEMBER   GEORGE COONS, MEMBER 
 
            
WILMA JO KILE, MEMBER   TIM SHUPPERT, MEMBER 
 
ATTEST: 
 
      
CARLA SHARPE, SECRETARY  


